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Assistance for Sustainable Development

Organization in special consultative
status with the UN Economic
and Social Council
since 2022




KSCH

HERITAGI

Kolkm‘a Society for Cultural Heritage (KSCH) holds special consultative status with the UN Economic and Social Council

since 2022. Our mission is centered on fostering sustainable development across rural, urban, and tribal regions of India
from the grassroots level. We prioritize environmental stewardship as foundational to sustainable development. By
enhancing economic conditions and promoting livelihood and skill development in rural and tribal areas, we aim to
positively impact education, health, and sanitation outcomes. Our current initiatives focus on implementing eco-friendly
solutions to reduce carbon footprints, improve water treatment, promote renewable energy, establish green transport

systems, and encourage widespread plantation efforts in these communities.

We provide technical assistance for the development of Education, Health, and Sanitation also. We are also working
towards providing a platform for solid waste management, ecofriendly recycled and upcycled products as livelihood

generating mechanisms for rural people. We encourage community led developmental programs to foster growth and

awareness within the communities.
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Cultural Promotion

We are organizing

exhibitions, daylong festivals . . .
talpramate sraditional folk Social Inclusion of Rural Artisans

art forms.

Home Stay Tourism

Keeping at par with state
government's vision, our
business models revolved
around the basic the
fundamental concept of
home-stay tourism

We develop a social inclusiveness model to
include the rural tribal artisans and expanding
them to the larger part of the globe.

Community Development

We are engaged with different
Community Developmental projects
based on women empowerment
(fostering SHGs), alternative income
generation and agriculture.

We are organizing different skill
developmental training programs to
train the marginalized people.

Along with that we are also Direct Market Linkage

providing direct market linkage to

increase the profit and making the We will act as the bridge between the great traditional
project sustainable. artists, performing arts experts to the global market with

providing them the support for market access.
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Research Work Cluster Development
Our team did an extensive survey We developed multiple clusters
based on different cultural hubs after discussions and cohesive
in West Bengal and shortlisted inclusions of local community
different livelihood opportunities members (specially artists).

for under privileged people.

Infrastructure Development

We are proving all technical
supports to develop the basic
amenities infrastructure for the
community to maintain proper
hygiene, sanitation and uninterrupted
education for the children of the
community.

Cultural Promotion

Our model includes multiple cultural hubs
of West Bengal. By the process we are
promoting different cultural heritages and
activities of Bengal. We are helping the
livelihood of the communities to foster by
using the traditional arts and cultures.
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ITY UNIVERSITY 2 = Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage (KSCH) has signed

Rel=aTA E Ll == an MoU with Amity University. It is our privilege to
| | | . : have been associated with a prestigious institute like
Amity University. We are extremely happy that the
university has agreed to be the knowledge, research and
development partner of KSCH. We both will organize
workshops and develop practical experiences for the new
generation. Our prime focus is to promote the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals and these are:
Sustainable Cities and Communities (Goal: 11), Climate
Action (Goal: 13), Life on Land (Goal: 15) and
Partnerships for the Goals (Goal: 17).

We convey our gratitude to the entire management and
the entire faculty of Amity University for this coveted
collaboration.
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v Projects we do: v Projects we do:

» Education (Shikshangan)
> Agriculture.

> Brown Rice Production (Traditional Husking
Machine)

» Gamchha (traditional towel) Weaving.

» Thread manufacturing module for textile.

> Medical Camp for Women and Children.

v Projects we do: v Projects we do:

> Promoting Potchitra (scroll painting of >  Promoting tourism.

Bengal). »  Promoting Bangla Qawali.

> Hatchery formation with Rural Hatchery >  Agriculture.
Mechanism.
> Mushroom Cultivation.

> Poultry.
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KSCH [, . . . :
SoCtETY FOR No Client Sector Status Time frame Project Name Project Type
KERITACE ) Upturn the rural
1 | Own Project (KSCH) Livelihood Completed 2013 to 2016 livelihoods through CTorIe 7 S, (RESEEE & Sl Silee
. Development
farming
Ministry of Panchayati Raj, | Women Empowerment & Women empowerment : - .
2 GOl Livelihood Completed 2014 to 2016 through micro enterprises Capacity Building & Enterprise Development
3 NABARD Women Empowerment Completed 2014 to 2015 Formation of WSHG Creating Clusters & Enterprise Development
Technical Support :—
4 Ministry of F.’anchaya.u Raj Disaster Management Gompleted 2017 Flood Relief Mission Area_l _Mappmg, Distributing Relief Materials & Area
Funded by :(— Donations Sterilization.
(KSCH)
5 | own Project (KSCH) Culture (Photography) Completed 2017 FolkUs Puemelen FelSCUITD O el ULIreEn
Photography
. _— . . . Promoting Our Traditional And Contemporary Folk Art
6 Own Project (KSCH) Culture (Painting) On Going | From 2017 — Ongoing| ChitroPot Of Bengal Along With Other European Countries
Government of West Bengal, . . . : . Promoting Our Traditional Folk Music And Dance To
7 WBHIDCO Culture (Folk Music & Dance) On Going | From 2017 — Ongoing| Baishakhi Celebrate Bengali New Year
8 \(fvcglﬁ[grggnt aftiEssEeeE, Culture (Folk Music) On Going | From 2018 — Ongoing| KoliCulture Promoting Our Traditional Folk Music Of Bengal
9 HANS Foundation & KSCH | Organic Agriculture Completed 2017 Shivangsh Promotmg OrgEe Agreslitie it Creerns
Composting
Government of West Bengal,| Women Empowerment & Gamcha (Traditional . - :
10 Department of Forest Livelihood Completed 2017 Towel) Weaving Capacity Building & Enterprise Development
Traditional Dhenki (Pedal
1 Covemment e tties: Fengel, V\."’”.‘e” ST e Completed 2017 Husking Machine for Capacity Building & Enterprise Development
Department of Forest Livelihood . .
Brown Rice Production)
12 Own Project (KSCH) Promgtlng Comm_umty Led On Going | From 2018 — Ongoing| Parijayi Capacity Building & Tourism Related Enterprise
Sustainable Tourism Development
Promoting Recveled Products & Solid Waste Segregation, Making Zero Waste,
13 KSCH & WBHIDCO 9 y On Going | From 2019 — Ongoing| Abartani Promoting Recycled Products To Reduce Solid Waste
Composting . .
& Organic Composting.
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Sl. No. Client Sector Status Time frame Project Name Project Type
State Urban Development :
Promotion of Eco- . . : .
14 Agency, Government of . Completed From 2019 — 2021 |Promotion of Eco-friendly product Promotion of Eco-friendly product
friendly product
\West Bengal
State Urban Development : . . . .
15 Agency, Government of C}reatmg Ll ELG Completed From 2019 — 2021 Gl elitEueli il el Creating direct market linkage for SHGs
linkage for SHGs SHGs
\West Bengal
State Urban Development : . :
Consultation for product Consultation for product development [Consultation for product development for
16 Agency, Government of Completed 2019
development for SHGs for SHGs SHGs
\West Bengal
Solid Waste
17 Merlin Group Management Engaging On Going From 2019 — Ongoing |Abartani Solid waste management and recycling
Urban SHG
Government of West
Bengal,
WBHIDCO We provided more than 4.5L meals for the
18 D|rectora_te of Forest CQVID and Amphan Completed 2020 COVID and Amphan relief work Amphan and COVID affected people in
Block offices relief work Sundarban. We also served urban poors
and as well during this Pandemic situation.
Department of Police
(Kolkata)
Government of West . . . Showcasing and promoting products
19 Bengal, WBHIDCO Solid Waste Museum On Going From 2020 — Ongoing |Zero Waste made with solid waste
Government of West . . . . . s
20 Bengal, WBHIDCO Plantation On Going From 2020 — Ongoing |Arvore Creating and maintaining urban forest
Government of West Creating and maintaining mangrove forest
21 S, DEpRrimeEnt of Mangrove Plantation Completed 2020 The Community Forest [© PIOIEES ine [Bloehers]t) @f SleEotn

Forest

and creating alternative livelihood for the

rural people
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SI. No. Client Sector Status Time frame Project Name Project Type
22 oI De'put'y i S0 BIEEE Completed 2019 — 2020 SRS BIRET We organized zero waste events
Commission Management Party
Solid Waste We collected weeded books and
23 Reserve Bank Of India Completed 2021 Recycle shreded currencies from the Bank
Management
and recycled the same
\We provided more than 6L meals
Government of West
Bengal, Department of |COVID 2nd Wave and COVID and Amphan 21 6712 ATl _and ugvle
24 . Completed 2021 . affected people in Sundarban. We
Forest, 24 Parganas 'YAAS relief work relief work
A also served urban poors as well
South Forest Division : . o
during this Pandemic situation.
Solid Waste We organized workshops and
25 Coal India Completed 2021 Zero Waste Mart followed by 3days exhibition for
Management .
solid waste products
We provided biodegradable
e rE G e alternatives to the shopkeepers and
26 Bengal, WBHIDCO, Solid Waste On Going 2021 — 2023 Plastic free CB als_o distributed _cIoth bags to
. Management Market Newtown residents at their door steps. We
NKDA Smart City o
are also monitoring the market
during the market hours.
Government of West Women Empowerment &
Bengal, Departmentof | .~ . Degradable Paper . .
27 Forest, 24 Parganas Livelihood Completed 2021 Plate Making Promotion of Eco-friendly product
South Forest Division
M@ \Women Empowerment &
28 Bengal, Department of Livelihood P Combleted 2021 Crab & Shrimp Promoting alternative livelihood to
Forest, 24 Parganas P Cultivation reduce human and wild interactions
South Forest Division
Government of West \We are managing and maintaining
29 Promotion of Education Completed 2022 Subway Library a free library under subway in

Bengal, WBHIDCO

Newtown.
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Sl. No. Client Sector Status Time frame Project Name Project Type
WEBEL, Govt. of Mangrove . .
30 West Bengal Plantation Completed 2020 — 2021 |[The Community Forest [Planted over 10,000 mangrove saplings
: We collected weeded books and shreded
31 Regerve EEIS Q) sialfel Vi Completed 2021 — Ongoing |Recycle currencies from the Bank and recycled
India Management
the same
Government of West
Bengal, Department Manarove
32 of Forest, 24 9ro Completed 2021 The Community Forest [Planted over 50,000 mangrove saplings
Plantation
Parganas South
Forest Division
ICICI Technolo SO MR EIE]] We restored 100 saline water affected
33 . 9y and Water Completed 2021 Restoration .
Finance Group : ponds in Sundaban
Reformation
Government of West
SECElD DRI | el Crab & Shrim Promoting alternative livelihood to reduce
34 of Forest, 24 Empowerment & Completed 2022 L P g atterh: :
L Cultivation human and wild interactions
Parganas South Livelihood
Forest Division
Government of West Women
35 SR DL Empowerment & On Going P 20.22 - Degradable FEIEIIFHELE Promotion of Eco-friendly product
of Forest, Sundarban|~. ™. Ongoing Making
: Livelihood
Tiger Reserve
Pond Restoration ,
36 WEBEL, Govt. of and Water Completed 2022 Restoration We res_tored 8 saline water affected
West Bengal . ponds in Sundarban
Reformation
\We adopted one school in Rajarhat under
37 Merlin Group Adoptation Completed 2022 School Adoptation NKDA area. 100 underprivileged children

are studing in that school
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Sl. No. Client Sector Status Time frame Project Name Project Type
From 2022 — Providing end to end support
38 [Indian Navy Mangrove Plantation [On Going . The Community Forest to develop mangrove forest in
Ongoing :
Marve, Mumbai
OISR pAEE YfYrc())rSerr: errr:;crzjrcc))weer:grenrzses Under|Capacity Building & Enterprise
39 [Bengal, Department of Empowerment & Completed 2022 rougn erp C pacity 9 P
L this project we revived Potochitro [Development
Forest Livelihood i
in Sundarban
Installed solar street lights for
40 |[TCG Real Estate Renewable Energy [Completed 2022-2023 forest fringe villages. We covered(Solar Street Lights
4 villages.
L . \Vector control management
41 Selly iuniefzels, Covi er Selit hEse Completed 2022-2023 survey to appraise the quality of |Vector Control Survey
\West Bengal Management o
activity
Solid Waste \We organized workshops and
42 |Accenture, India Completed 2022 Zero Waste Mart followed by 3days exhibition
Management .
for solid waste products
\We organized two state
43 |IDFC Bank Sports Completed 5022-2023 41st and.42nld State Cycling cycling cycling champlonshlps
Champoinship to promote pollution free green
transport
: Promoting Our Traditional Folk
44 (CONEIMTIE e ES: e (el viete Completed 2022 Sandhya Majlish Music And Dance To Celebrate]
Bengal, WBHIDCO & Dance) :
Bengali New Year
Government of West \VWomen
45 |[Bengal, Department of Empowerment & Completed 2023 Potchitra Festival in Sundarban |Direct Market Linkage
Forest Livelihood
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Sl. No. Client Sector Status Time frame Project Name Project Type
Providing end to end support
46 (Indian Navy Mangrove Plantation On Going From 2022 — 2024 [The Community Forest to develop mangrove forest
in Marve, Mumbai
\WWomen empowerment
Government of West Bengal, Women Empowerment & through micro enterprises. Capacity Building &
4t Department of Forest Livelihood eenEiee ghasge Under this project we revived |Enterprise Development
Potochitro in Sundarban
Installed solar street lights for
48 [Super Shakti Foundation Renewable Energy Completed 2023-2024 forest fringe villages. We Solar Street Lights
covered 4 villages.
Providing end to end support
49 [Haldia Petrochemical Mangrove Plantation Completed 2023-2024 The Community Forest to develop mangrove forest
in Sundarbans
\We organized two state
50 \West Bepgal Cyclists Sports Completed 023 43rd Sta?e C_ycling cycling.cyclirlmg
Association Champoinship championships to promote
pollution free green transport
Sports Authority of India & \We organized women cycling
51 [West Bengal Cyclists Sports Completed 2023 Khelo India, Women's League |championships to promote
Association pollution free green transport
Providing end to end support
52 el quck DUIEEILE! Urban Mangrove Plantation [Completed 2023 The Community Forest to develop mangrove forest
committee .
in Saltlake CE Block
53 [UK Deputy High Commission|Waste Management Completed 2023 gueen EI|za.beth ULl el DI Mgrket HitheEgs =
up Reception Networking
54 Government of West Bengal, Women Empowerment & Completed 0024 ChitoPot \We organized a potochitro

Department of Forest

Livelihood

exhibition in Kolkata
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Sl. No. Client Sector Status Time frame Project Name Project Type
Provided medical
55 [Bharat Petrolium Corporation Ltd.  |Health On Going el .2024 - Don_atlon o heltezl equipments to No_rth .
Ongoing Equipments Barrackpore Municipality
Hospital
. Provided power backup
56 |Bharat Petrolium Corporation Ltd.  |Health On Going Ao .2024 I system at different hospitals
Ongoing Backup System . :
in Cuttack, Odissa
Installed solar street lights
57 |Haldia Petrochemical Renewable Energy [Completed 2024-2025 for forest fringe villages. [Solar Street Lights
We covered 4 villages.
Installed solar street lights
58 |Webel Renewable Energy [Completed 2024-2025 for forest fringe villages. [Solar Street Lights
\We covered 4 villages.
\We gathered the donated
59 |NKDA Free Library Project [Completed 2024-2025 Book Club books and established a free
library.
. . . . \We organized women cycling
60 SR Authgrlty 2 Ind.la & VIS Sports Completed 2024 NIEOUelih TEETE championships to promote
Bengal Cyclists Association League ;
pollution free green transport
: . Queen Elizabeth I Direct Market Linkage &
61 |UK Deputy High Commission \Waste Management [Completed 2025 Memorial Cup Reception [Networking
N Providing end to end support
62 (CEROT [REEEN SnfpauliErs Mangrove Plantation [Completed 2024-2025 The Community Forest  [to develop mangrove forest

Engineers Ltd.

in Sundarbans
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Mangroves are highly productive ecosystems at the land-sea
interface, with the Sundarbans being the world’'s largest mangrove
forest. They provide vital ecosystem services, including food and
water security, coastal protection, carbon sequestration, sediment
retention, and habitat for diverse species, including the endangered
Royal Bengal tiger. However, over the past two-and-a-half centuries,
human activities, climate change, and extreme weather events have
significantly impacted this fragile ecosystem. In the Indian
Sundarbans, increasing salinity, sea level rise, and land loss are
escalating threats. Protecting mangroves is complex, influenced by
climatic risks, governance challenges, and conflicting stakeholder
interests. Despite legal protections, human pressures like resource
extraction and agricultural expansion continue to threaten these

critical forests.
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After the capacity building training
one unit started to collect the fruits
and seeds from the river. Another
skilled team prepared the soil and
implanted the seeds.

We mobilized 3,560 people and
organized multiple capacity
building programs on mangrove
cultivation and plantation.

After seeds implantation the work
is to maintain the saplings from
insects, birds, heavy rains and
other natural calamities.

Individuals, Corporate, Schools
and other social institutions will
start to adopt these saplings
and another team from the
community will start the
plantation.
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Outeome so far

02

4,92 ,500 seeds
implanted this
year

01

33,60,580
mangrove saplings
planted

What we
have done so
far

04

3,560 economically
distressed people
are getting jobs

03

5,80,000 seeds
collected and
preserved



NKDA and WBHIDCO have granted the waste museum and store to
Kolkata Society For Cultural Heritage (KSCH) for managing the
store and displaying products here. Kolkata Society For Cultural
Heritage (KSCH) has mobilized various self help group members to

design, conceive and produce innovative products off waste material
here. Kolkata Society For Cultural Heritage (KSCH) will also
organize workshop to train women from below poverty line to
innovate a wide range of products off waste materials. The store

also is beset with a counter where residents of New Town can

donate their household solid waste material for making new

Souray Mukberjee, the makier of the 8-f tall installation of Goddess Durga, with (right)
Debashis Sen, chairman-cum-managing director of NKDA at Eco Park on Thursday

products. Last year Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage in
collaboration with "I am Kolkata” a CSR wing of Merlin Group
organized a base level survey in AA Block Newtown. After the

survey they collected solid waste from the community and SHGs are

creating upcycled and recycled products with them. In this platform

they will showcase those products as well.
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Under this project we are going to make plastic free CB

community market in Newtown. Here we are going to

Pliot Project lor
‘Plastic Free Market' =

replace all carry bags with different biodegradable

Venue:CB Block
Community Market,

alternatives. This will be a two years project. We are
going to organize weekly door to door awareness
programs for the community. We also can do awareness

programs for the shopkeepers.

Blocks involved in the project :
CA,CB,CC,CD and Shankalpa 3 & 4

Implementation areas :
CB Community Market & adjacent street shops



Organizing clusters to support collective and individual credit

acquisition, as well as formal and informal skills training that can assist

people in accessing the capital necessary to initiate micro enterprises
and ultimately help to build sustainable livelihoods for families and
communities.

Last year we have started a project named “"Abartani” involving 6 SHGs
to recycle solid waste materials into useful products. Previously we
have exhibited the products collaborating with NKDA and WBHIDCO at
Ecopark.

This year have scaled the project with the help of a CSR initiative of
Merlin Group. We have started our work with 100 households. Our

motive is to collect segregated waste from the source and sale the

recycled products. We engaged Self Help Groups to develop product
from the waste. This venture will help to create alternative livelihood

for the poor.




We organized zero events in collaboration with
UK Deputy High Commissionerate. The most
remarkable one is to organize The Queens
Birthday Party. We provided all bio-degradable

alternatives to celebrate the event.
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Carbon footprint
of this event is
3,700 KgCO2e

:-:.?w.:::.z:

We organized zero events in collaboration with
UK Deputy High Commissionerate. The most
remarkable one is to organize The Coronation
Party of King Charles IIT and Queen Consort.
We provided all bio-degradable alternatives to

celebrate the event.



Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage is deeply honored to
receive an invitation from the British Deputy High
Commission for the prestigious 'Queen Elizabeth IT Memorial
Cup Reception,' hosted by the UK Deputy High Commission
at the esteemed Royal Calcutta Turf Club on February 7,
2025. KSCH's President and Director of Implementation had
the honor of attending the event. We extend our heartfelt
gratitude to Dr. Andrew Fleming, the esteemed British
Deputy High Commissioner for East and Northeast India, for
this gracious recognition. It was truly a pleasure to engage
in a meaningful discussion with the distinguished Australian

Consul-General, Mr. Hugh Boylan.




We organized zero events in collaboration with
Coal India. We organized a 3days workshop and
exhibition. We engaged 23 Self Help Groups for
the same. After the economical disaster during
the lockdown we created direct market linkage

for the beneficiaries.

Cabinet Minister Coal and Mine Shri Pralhad

Joshi appreciated the project in tweeter.
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After' a study we have come to know that rural folk artistes are

deprived because they have not been actually able to get the proper
platforms to expose their craftsmanship. ChitroPot is the platform
where our rural artisans can showcase their talents along with
Famous artistes from different parts of US, Europe and Bangladesh.
Also few young contemporary artistes will display their talents in the
same platform. Our young artistes from rural areas will get the
opportunity to know new creative art forms and style from other
countries by this effort. The underprivileged artistes are getting the
opportunity to share the same platform with famous contemporary
artistes from Europe. We provide complete logistic support to the
marginalized participants to come here and participate in this
program. Last year artists from Serbia, USA, Albenia, Greece,
Romania and Bangladesh participated in the festival.
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We organized heritage tour for underprivileged children in West

Bengal to generate the awareness among the next generation. This
year we collaborated with Victoria Memorial Hall to promote the

Heritage and Culture of Bengal.

Aftter indentifying different cultural hubs we started to promote

cultural tourism in many places in West Bengal.
We developed Home Stay Facilities, Building Capacities for Cultural
Workshop and Hospitality Skills.
Places we Work in :
> Pingla, West Medinipur for Potchitra
> Jalangi, Murshidabad for Bangla Qawali
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Parijayi is an initiative to support the community-led performing arts
and crafts from the soils of Bengal. Parijayi is working to make an
impact to the rural artisans’ communities’ lives and provide them an
exposure to the larger world.

Parijayi is a bridge between the artists communities and the urban
market. This collective development initiative also fosters the
Bengal's rich ftraditional cultures. Not only the promotion of
traditional arts and crafts, we are helping the hasty, fast and
concrete-walled urban lives to breath some fresh air, walk on the
greens and alleviate the tensions by chirping of birds.

We are helping the unsung Cultural Heritage to flourish in a
Sustainable model, by mitigating the urban impacts on the
environment and culture, by not disturbing the nature and rural lives,

while helping to create the opportunities for local people.
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As we all know that the Sundarbans are biosphere lands and people
living here are exposed to nature. Human and wild conflict is one of
the major concerns of the forest department in the Sundarbans.
Roads are developed with bricks and electricity has been a rarity
here. Snake bites are being the common problems in Sundarbans
area. Common kraits and Cobras are making the prime damages for
the local people. Mortality rate (65%) is very high for snake bite
cases. Even Tigers strayed out of the core areas twice in the last

five years. Solar lights are the only solution of this concern here.

Around 4,136 families of Bhubaneshwari, Debipur, Modhho Gurguria,
Purba Gurguria and Deulbari, Chituri Forest in Kultali range in the
Sundarbans are beneficiaries of the proposed street lights. They
are the victims of frequent snake bites as these villages are

adjacent to the core area of the Sundarbans.
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Till now we conducted three surveys in three different fields like,
1. Real Estate
2. Vector Control Survey

3. Early Cancer Detection Survey

We have more than 240 skilled women allover the West Bengal who
all are doing the survey. We are providing support from need
analysis to process execution. We have expertise in health, real
estate and waste management. Till date we conducted more than
3 lakhs door to door surveys. We have experts like; Architects,
Doctors, Economists, Statisticians and Info-graphers to provide
a complete report if necessary. We have resources in
Jharkhand, Odessa, Bihar and Chhattisgarh.

hAWN N[N
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SeLTvIa In an effort to promote green sport and environment conservation in
A West Bengal, Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage has joined hands
with West Bengal Cyclists' Association to present the 42nd West
Bengal State Cycling Championship in Kolkata, under the aegis of
Cycling Federation of India, the national Cycling Regulatory body.

Over 310 cycling enthusiasts from across the state registered for
this competition. The Championship also hosted 80+ underprivileged
cyclists under the Indian Cycle category providing an equal platform

for the talents to prevail.

The event adheres to the sustainable development goals mission of
the United Nations. United Nations has also endorsed this initiative
with UN's sustainable Goal mission as the championship adheres to all
five key goals of the United Nations namely: Goal 5 : Gender
equality ,6oal 11 : Sustainable cities and communications, Goal 13 :

Climate action, Goal 15 : Life on Land and Goal 17: partnerships for

B®L 9.6 LRNDD PN ND

the goal.
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it Under this project KSCH to purchase, supplied and installed vital equipment, including computers, water filters, ceiling
fans, and sports materials to the Jatragachi School. This contribution has helped to create an enabling environment for
underprivileged students, providing them with the necessary tools and resources to achieve their full potential.
The donation of these items will undoubtedly have a positive impact on the education and well-being of students at
Jatragachi School for years to come. We are grateful for your partnership and look forward to continued collaboration

in the future. We also renovate toilets and water supply system in different schools in Uttarpara.
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Pralhad Joshi 2 @JoshiPralhad - 7h

(p Alia Bhatt
' J May2s-Q

Great initiative by @CoallndiaHQ. Wishing 'Zero Waste Mart' a huge success Verified NGOS In RurQI Indla
and that it inspires other PSUs towards similar efforts. COVID RELIEF
@ Coal India Limited @ @CoalindiaHQ - 15 Visit the COVID-19
oal India Limite @CoallndiaHQ - 15h - ) ) i :
. - — _ Kolkata Society For Cultural Heritage DTEy Cnaa
CIL is organising a three day “Zero Waste Mart"” as part of vaccine resources.
#AzaadikaAmritMahotsav in association with Kolkata Society for Cultural ‘ _
2 X _ : ) 5 Services Provided: Free oxygen & food to the underprivileged
Heritage, showcasing products made out of discarded materials & Covid affected patients
transformed into creative products by #Women Self Help Group

mefmbers Location: Kolkata, North 24 Parganas & South 24
@JoshiPralhad

Parganas districts of West Bengal. : 9 Shares

Phone No: 8479972824 0 Like (D Comment ) Share (J~
(Timings) 24*7

Email id: mukherjeesourav52@gmail.com (’ Write a comment.. & © [© k8

Website: http://ksch.org.in/

/7 1\Y

N
In collaboration with Faye D'Souza

Eminent Film Actress Alia Bhatt
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.« Forest Department, Government of West
Bengal @
2d-Q

Solar lights in Sundarbans to ward off tigers

Sundarbans came up with a unique idea to keep
tigers from straying inside the lo... See more
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Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage received the Chanakya Award
for NGO of the year 2020 by PRCI (Public Relations Council of
India). The Foundation was conferred this honour at the PRCI Annual
Awards Ceremony 2020, which was distributed during the PRCT 14th
Global Communication Conclave 2020. This year's theme for the

-
R Public Relations
rrciCounc Indi

conclave was ‘PR Beyond 20:20'.
Public Relations
Council of India

Is pleased to confer

whis v

NGO of the Year - 2020

Kolkata Society for
Culture Heritage (KSCH)

o e A

& award is for
outstanding contribution to the
Profession, Industry & Society

MARCH 2020 BENGALURU



w,.

P
KSCH
KOLKATA
SOCIETY FOR

S Sourav Mukherjee, Founder of Kolkata Society for Cultural heritage,

achieved "The Social Entrepreneur of the Year Award” Conferred by

. The Times Group on their "Times Power Icon of the year" Ceremony

for 2021.

i Society for Cultural
ntreprenc
Power [con (East)

fllive changes into their own lives,
Bits for the betterment of the society

Rohit Dhar
L Chie! Businoss Officor
. The Times Group
N (OMS Ovverory



A By Honorable Chief Minister GOA, Shri Pramod Sawant

Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage received

coMMUNTETION |
IN THE

the Chanakya Award for “"Start-up of the year,

Mapping the
Megatrends b
15th PRCIGE

2021” for "Parijayi”.

2021 GOA ||

Public Relations Council of India

is pleased to conter

Public Relations /
Council of India {
J ) START-UP OF THE YEAR

W
o

ARPITA MUKHERJEI
RECTOR-OPERAT JONS, KOLKATA
FOR CULTL RAL HERITAGE

{18 September 2021| 60A

DI



Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage
received the Chanakya Award for "COVID
19 - Pubic Service Hero, 2021"




Kolkata Society for Cultural
Heritage received the
Ratnagarva Award under “Social
Service Sector 2021“ by Bengal
Chamber of Commerce and
Industries (BCC&I)



(ilobol Tigu Day

CELEBRATING

GLOBAL TIGER DAY 4

" vhall, Sundarh”  “ver Reserve | 20WJuly

Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage received felicitation from Sundarban Tiger
Reserve (STR) Directorate of Forest Govt. of West Bengal

/| N d N
= " WA
f i “:,’ gty




Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage received felicitation from Indian NAVY for

end to end consulting support for Mangr'ove Plantation
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Government of West Bengal

Directorate of Forests
Office of the Divisional Forest Officer
24 Parganas (South) Division 2
4" floor, New Administrative Building i
12, Biplabi Kanailal Bhattacher.iee Sarani DA——
Alipore, Kolkata - 700 027
Tele & fax: (033) 2479 9032, Email - dfo2dpgss.fd-wb@gov.m

LIGHTS
We know Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage (KSCH) is the environment conservation
organization in West Bengal who collaborated with Directorate of Forest, 24 Parganas (South)

< i \ » W Division, Govt. of West Bengal to provide end to end solution to reduce human and wild
ANAS -8 . o 4 o 4 conflict. Previously they i multiple projects under our jurisdiction with
able supervision of our department.

EGROUP(ICG N ™ v ¥ 'KSCH' & Banani' 1k leted the i ion of 25 solar street lights in forest fringe
4 areas in collaboration with 'Bengal Intelligent Parks Pvt. Ltd. under TCG Real Estate of The
Chatterjee Group' and TCG Foundation'. The project covered 4 Joint Forest Management
Committee (JEMCs) that helped more than 4,000 underprivileged people residing in these areas.
Our officials visited and supervised the entire project and all lights are working fine.

RITAGI Your contribution will help us to reduce the human and wild conflict. We are expecting your

support i future as well.
‘Wishing you all the best.

a4

(Milan Kanti Mandal, W’J.F.S)
Divisional Forest Officer
24 Parganas (South) Division

Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage received felicitation from Directorate of
Forest South 24 Parganas Division Govt. of West Bengal
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Yt Sourav Mukherjee, Founder of Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage, achieved "The Influential Social Entrepreneur of

the Year Award” Conferred by The Economic Times Group for 2023.

CERTIFICATE OF
ACHIEVEMENT
Thvs cottiicate i proudly presented 1o
‘Sourav Mukherjee

ot b oatstanding contribution as




v [ <t

Economic Times Now - Industry Icons 2025:
"Iconic Social Organization of the Year. We
are truly honored to receive this prestigious
recognition from Economic Times Now and
Times 6Group. This award is a testament to our
unwavering commitment to sustainability and
community empowerment. It strengthens our
resolve to drive meaningful change and uplift

lives.




— ,W ' Unified Brainz Group - 7™ Global Business
' Leadership Award 2025: “Emerging NGO of the

Year”. We are truly honored to receive this

il M

prestigious recognition from Unified Brainz

Group. This award is a testament to our

unwavering commitment to sustainability and
community empowerment. It strengthens our
resolve to drive meaningful change and uplift

lives.
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We are truly humbled to have been conferred
one of India's highest legal honors, presented
by the Hon'ble Shri Chetan Sharma, Additional
Solicitor General of India, in recognition of our
contribution to sustainable development through
the lens of law and justice.

LEGAL HON@R

INDIA - 2025
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On May 14, 2024, India Post, Govt. of India, unveiled a special cover to commemorate the 11th anniversary of the

Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage (KSCH).
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dunQ bradstreet -N-S® Registered™ Profile

Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage

Member Since: 2021/09/21

AR R P At i Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage is registered

Business Address: 43, Sarat Pally Garia, Kolkata, West Line of Business: Society for Cultural Heritage
Bengal, 700084, India is a social organization working
across India with

under D-U-N-S, Dun & Bradstreet.

Current Website: www.dunsregistered.com

mechanisms. We work for protection
of enviro forest conservation,
Main Website: ksch.org.in women' an hildren' righ
Employee Size (Range): 148
Business Type: Non-profit Organization
Date of Reglstration: 2013
o o « W n
Regisration Number: Tax Doduction Account Nurmber -{J-N- eaistration umber :
AACAKO0930EE20198, Permanent
Account Number AACAKO930E
Goods and Service Tax Number
19AACAKO930E120
D&B Information Key Employees
DUNS Number: 854440535 President: Mr. Sourav Mukherjee
Credit Report Availability: On Demand Director - Operations: Ms. Arpita Mukherjee
Director: Mr. Gunjan Karmakar

Project Head: Mr. Atanu Basu
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Certificate of Registration

This is to certify that

KOLKATA SOCIETY FOR CULTURAL HERITAGE

43, SARAT PALLY, GARIA, SOUTH 24 PARGANAS
WEST BENGAL, 700084, INDIA

has been independently assessed by QRO
and is compliant with the requirement of:

ISO 9001:2015
Quality Management System

For the following scope of activities:

SOCTAL AND CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES

Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage is registered
under ISO 9001:2015, QRO, EGAC & IAF.

2 Surveillance Audit Due: 20th September 2023

Date of Certification: 21st September 2021
Certificate Expiry: 20th September 2024

1% Surveillance Audit Due: 20th September 2022

ISO Certificate Number : "305021092128Q"

Certificate Number: 305021092128Q

Q.S

Head of Certification

“ EGAC

CAB # 119005

Validity of this certificate is subject to annual surveillance audits to be done successfully on or before 365 days from date of the audit.

(In case surveillance audit is not allowed to be conducted: this rtmﬁcm‘ shall be suspended / withdrawn).
The Validity of this certificate can be verified at www.qrocert.org
This certificate of registration remains the property of QRO Certification LLP. and shall be returned immediately upon request.

India Office : QRO Certification LLP

142, IInd Floor, Av l.lr El’\le\ N car Paschim Vihar West Metro ilal on, D lhl 110063, (INDIA)
w.qrocert.org, E-mail : info@qroc

LONAN N[N
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Letters of Appreciation & Recommendation

Purnendu Basu

qcﬁ zﬁ\ Minister-in-Charge

st 7@, Technical Education, Training &
wifaaifa e, fipme gae et S v Skill Development Department
sifgaran aaa Government of West Bengal
wtfanfa sa=
78 e, T e 230
wiytapts wffm /o, et FEbEa
FHPY] - 100 Yo
1 (00e) 30 Tol. : (033) 2324 5854
e Fax : (033) 2324 5653
T 2 (009) 2038 ¢

o Karigari Bhawan
2nd Floor, Room No. 223,
Plot No. B/7, Action Area-lIl
New Town, Rajarhat
Kolkata - 700 160

Dated, 18" March, 2019.
MESSAGE

I am glad to know that, KolkRata Society for Cultural
Heritage (KSCH), a social welfare organization working since 2013 for the
overall development of common rural, urban and tribal people, in the districts of
West Bengal and also in other States of India. The policy that they believe is the
real truth that improved socio economic conditions in the rural and tribal areas can
automatically bring permanent change.

Their immediate focus in the development of existing livelihood
including agriculture, horticulture, fish harvesting and poultry in the rural and
tribal sectors can bring a radical change if the mission and vision are clear and the

action taken is prompt, transparent, and target oriented.

1 wish all the developmental plans that are taken by the organization in

( Purnendu Basu )

future, a great success.

Sri Sourav Mukherjee,

Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage.

Govemment o veest Bengal

Directorate of Forests 0o
Office of the Chief Conservator of Forests & Field Director (e}
Sundarban Tiger Reserve ﬁx

Canning Town, Dist. 24 Parganas (South)
Phone - Fax:: (03218) 255 280 e-mal : syndarbantgemesene dgmail com
PIN-7

N 2/0_9/!:9[2«\-% Dses: Q:ﬁﬁ‘fm

To whom it may concern

Reserve Area

This is with reference to the skill development trainings of the residents of
Sundarban Tiger Reserve (STR) Area. The residents are mainly rural and have
acquired many indigenous skills through informal methods of skilling. A structured
and focused approach in imparting skill development courses will immensely help in
recognition of their skills and ensure employability and augmentation of income of
the residents.

‘Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage’ is known to us and has been entrusted
with the work of training of SHG beneficiaries for production and marketing of
livelihood generation products in different fringe village areas of Sundarban Tiger
Reserve. They have successfully implemented the project during last year and they
already have gathered experience of working in this area.

They may be given an opportunity of taking up RPL training for the aquaculture
under the Utkarsh Bangla scheme for about 5000 beneficiaries in the fringe villages
of Sundarban Tiger Reserve which may be useful for the villagers and reduce their
dependence on forest resources,

.M./e may provi‘de necessary support to the organisation in implementing this
Training Program, in fringe villages of Sundarban Tiger Reserve Area.

L

Chief Conservator of Forests &
Field Director Sundarban Tiger Reserve

=

Ph. - (03218), 255280, Fax: 255260
E-mail; sundarbantigeneserve@gmail.com
Government of West Bengal
Directorate of Forests
Office of the Field Director &
Chief Conservator of Forests,
Sundarban Tiger Reserve
Canning Town, 24-Parganas (South)
Pin-743 329

No. /FD/ 2M-1cq /2018 Dated, Canning the 11/04/2018

To Whom It May Concern

This is to certify that Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage
(Regd. No. S/2L/1452) has been entrusted with the work of
training of Self-Help-Group (SHG) Beneficiaries for Production
of livelihood generating products in different Joint Forests
Management Committees (JEMC) of Sundarban Tiger Reserve
during the year 2017-18.

The organization is now engaged in imparting training
programme for production and marketing of Gamcha, Brown
Rice and other livelihood generating products for the
beneficiaries of JFMC Members and SHG Members of
Sundarban Tiger Reserve.

e

—

Chief Conservator of Forests
& Field Director
Sundarban Tiger Reserve
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Letters of Appreciation & Recommendation

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Office of the Sub-Divisional Officer, Alipore (Sadar),
South 24-Parganas, New Treasury Building (3rd Floor)
Alipore, Kolkata - 700 027

'

Phone No. : 033 24791681, Fax No. 033 24399829, E-mail: sdoalipore@gmail.com

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

This is to certify that Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage (Reg No : S/2L,/1452) has
been engaged in imparting training regarding livelihood generating projects such as
Pisciculture, Poultry, Preparation of incense sticks etc. to the rural people of West Bengal.
As per report of the Officer-In-Charge, Bansdroni PS, they have no adverse record.
Similar kind of activities may be done by the said organization within Alipore (Sadar)
Sub- division, South 24 Parganas, following necessary norms and rules in this regard.

I wish them success in their future endeavour.

=y
Sub-Divisional Offjcer, Alipore (Sadar),
South 243Parganas.
b-Divisional Officer
Saser. Alinor- 5

Yullt 4-Parganay

Govt. Of West Bengal
Office Of the Block development officer
Keshpur Development Block
Keshpur,Paschim Medinipur

To

The President,

Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage
43, Saratpally, Garia. Kolkata — 700084

Dear
Mr. Sourav Mukherjee,

It came to my knowledge that your organization is doing
well in implementing SHG related schemes in Amanpur Gram Panchayat under Keshpur
Block.I got a positive response about your work from pradhan of the concerned Gram
Panchayat and other sources.! hope your organization will do better in near future in

implementing SHG related scheme to improve financial condition of the poverty-stricken
rural woman of Keshpur Block.

I wish long life of your organization and expect a positive outcome from your
organization.

With thanks and regards.

Block
Block Development Officer
Keshpur Development Block
Keshpur, Paschim Medinipur

West Bengal Swarojgar Corporation Limited
(Govt. of West Bengal Undertaking)
Nodal Ministry : Self Help Group & Self Employment Department

No- WBSCL/721/Enlistment/T.P/L.D-WBSCL088 Date- 14.09.2020

Certificate of Enlistment
This is hereby notified that M/S Kolkata Society For Cultural Heritage of 43, SARAT PALLY, GARIA,
KOLKATA — 700084 is enlisted with West Bengal Swarojgar Corporation Limited as the Training
Provider for the applied trades in the concerned districts for 3 (three) years w.e.f. 15th September 2020.

Terms and conditions ;
1. Validity of enlistment: 3 (Three) years w.e.f. 15* September 2020.

2. The authority reserves the right to cancel the enlistment at any time without assigning any reason.
3. The enlistment does not attract any right to get work order for training.

4. Selection of Training Provider in respect of conducting training will be made by West Bengal Swarojgar
Corporation Limited on the recommendation of the district SHG & SE officer after physical verification of
infrastructure, equipment, faculty and requirement of training on specific trade for the self employment of

the unemployed youth and SHG members of West Bengal.

5. The list of trainees should be sponsored by BDO for Panchayet area/ Executive Officer for Municipal area
and DYO, for Kolk icipal Corporation area.

6. The enlistment of Training Provider is bound to follow WBSCL's course module, rate, training hour and

M(}Wwf’/;»lyo

(Narayan Chandra Sakar, IAS)
Managing Director
Waest Bengal Swarojgar Corporation Limited

N

other terms and conditions as would be specified in the work order.

East India House, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Floor, 20B, Abdul Hamid Street, Kolkata - 700 069
Phone : (033) 2262 1823/24, E-mail : wbscl@yahoo.com
CIN : U93000WB2009SGC139803
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STATE URBAN DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
‘i oHA”, <55 i 3T, o, R, e
“ILGUS llr!l‘\\,\\"‘ -C Block, Sectur - 111, Bidhannugar, Kolkats -

t Bengal

22082019

From ShriJoly Chaudhuri WBCS (Exc.),
Jt. Secretary, UD & MA Department &
Addl. Mission Direetor, WBSULM

To : Sourav Mukberjee,
Director, ¥
Kolkata Socicty for Cultural Heritage

sident,

Sub : Acknowledgement for collaboration with Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage

Sir,

We nppreciate your active participation and ahoration with SLDA. in enubling SHGs to display eco
friendly “RAKHI" a1 different ma'l and corporate houses,

It is understood that 20 nos of S1Gs participated and ticeked 1 sale value of 18,000

We may also plan w patner SHGs (or sale of sarees and cosume jewellery manufuctured by them at
different shopping mells in the city prior to the ensuing Durga Puja festival,

Look forwand (o aa early iateraction tn finalize the plan

Yours faithfully,

4
P
/? o ,'Ti-,.-— T
Jt. Secretary, UD & MA thept.
&
Addl Mission Director, WBSLLM

WASM : Y2ay ¥809 [ @99, FIH § 390 ¢5o0

Tel : whsudadir@gmail.com

Joint Secretary UD & MA WBCS
Joint Director SUDA
Government Of West Bengal

NUEBAN  NEW TOWN KOLKATA DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
LDyt (A Statutory Authority Under Government of West Bengal)
3, Major Arterial Road, New Town, Kolkata - 700 156

To Whom It May Concern

I'his is to certify that Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage
having its registered office at 43, Sarat Pally, Garia,
Kolkata — 700084, India participated with their project
named “Abartani” involving 6 SHG's for sale & display of
various products recycled from solid waste materials at the
*NKDA CORNER’ under New Town Kolkata Development
Authority located at Eco Tourism Park, New Town, Kolkata

from 09/05/2019 to 08/06/2019

I wish them every success in the coming future

XK%L
\

/£ e o3\

Executive Engineer - |
New Town Kolkata Development Authority

Phone : 033-2324-2324 / 2132 / 2148, 18003451571
Fax : 033-2. 2147

Wabsite kdamar.ora

Executive Engineer 1
NKDA
Government Of West Bengal

JOINT SECRETARY DEPARTMENT OF URBAN
AFFAIRS
GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
“Nagarayan", DF-8, Sector-I, Salt Lake
Kolkata-700064
D.0.No.. L% 2064202 Kolkata, the... 2021,

To whom it may concern

Subject : Project Completion Certificate

'Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage' (KSCH) is known to us and has been entrusted
with the work of community mobilization, organi cvents, di of
events (both video & still ph phy), designing & zero waste events,
making of product di 'y, create for direct market linkage for Self Help
Groups and marketing of handicraft products for Self Help Group. They also helped
us to identify the talents and developed a database of credible Self Help Groups.
KSCH also desi; d i ive IECs to g They have successfully
implemented the projects and they already have gathered experience of working with
our department.

I'wish them all success in the future endeavours.

0501 1gf
Jt. Secretary, UD & MA Dept.
&

s 8!

Urban 1

Joint Secretary UD & MA WBCS
Joint Director SUDA
Government Of West Bengal
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sovernment of West Bengal
Directorate of Forests
Office of the Divisional Forest Officer ‘
24 Parganas (South) Division —
4™ floor, New Administrative Building X—:r{ s

ey e

12, BiplabiKanailalBhattacherjeeSarani
Alipore, Kolkata — 700 027
Tele & fax: (033) 2479 9032, Email -

to. | 68 -1 Alipore dated - |54 1,202

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

This is 1o certify that Kolkata Society For Cultural 1leritage, 43. Sarat
Pally Garia, Kolkata — 700084 as NGO has supplicd 40900 nos of
mangrove saplings for creation of mangrove plantation for the year
2020-21 under 24 — Parganas (South) Division. The said saplings were
of good quality and faired well in the {ield.

o s

Diviional Forest Officer
24 - Parganas (South) Division

DFO, 24 Parganas (South)
Government Of West Bengal

\

z Government of West Bengal
- Directorate of Forests
Office of the Divisional Forest Officer
24 Parganas (South) Division !
4™ floor, New Administrative Building = fasm
12, Biplabi Kanailal Bhattacherjee Sarani
Alipore, Kolkata — 700 027.Tele & fax: (033) 2479 9032,
Email - dfo24pg
No. 1959 /28C-99 Dated: 01.11.2021
o
The Secretary,
Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage
Kolkata

Sub: Authorization letter for marketing of alternative livelihood products

Sir/Madam,

This is to inform you that, your d society suc fully done the assigned work regarding
the crab cultivation and establishment of paper plate making unit under Raidighi Range and
Matla Range respectively. Now you are also requested to take initiative for marketing of the said
products which will be ultimately beneficial for the forest fringe people.

Thanking You
Divistonal Forest Officer’
24 Parganas (South) Division
No. 1959 /28C-99 Dated: 01.11.2021

Copy forwarded for information to
1. The Range Officer, Matla Range
2. The Range Officer, Raidighi Range
Sd-
Divisional Forest Officer
24 Parganas (South) Division

DFO, 24 Parganas (South)
Government Of West Bengal

% TV g T 7

w |ne



KSCH
KOLKATA
SOCIETY FOR
CULTURAL
HERITAGE

Lefters o/ﬂé/me/szm

Government of West Bengal
Directorate of Forests
Office of the Divisional Forest Officer
24 Parganas (South) Division
4" floor, New Administrative Building
12, Biplabi Kanailal Bhattacherjee Sarani
Alipore, Kolkata = 700 027
Tele & fax: (033) 2479 9032, Email - dfo24pgss.fd-wb@gov.in

23

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

We know Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage (KSCH) is the environment conservation
organization in West Bengal who collaborated with Directorate of Forest, 24 Parganas (South)
Division, Govt of West Bengal to provide end to end solution to reduce human and wild
conflict. Previously they successfully implemented multiple projects under our jurisdiction
with able supervision of our department.

This year on 1 il January 2023 ‘KSCH" & ‘Banani’ si fully completed the installation of
25 solar street lights in forest fringe areas in collaboration with ‘Bengal Intelligent Parks Pvt.
Ltd. under TCG Real Estate of The Chatterjee Group® and ‘“TCG Foundation’. The project
covered 4 Forest Protection Committees (FPCs) that helped more than 4,000 underprivileged
people residing in these areas. Our officials visited and supervised the entire project and all
lights are working fine.

Your contribution really helped us to reduce the human and wild conflict. We are expecting
your support in future as well.

Wishing you all the best. N
:‘%f S -ﬁj:n/;cl%
(Milan Kanti Mandal, W.B.F.S)
Divisional Forest Officer
24 Parganas (South) Division

DFO, 24 Parganas (South)
Government Of West Bengal

Racommpenitalion

8%

Government of West Bengal
Directorate Of Forest
Office of The Chief Conservator Of Forest and Field Director
Sundarban Tiger Reserve X
Canning Town, Dist : 24 - Paraganas ( South )
West Bengal - 743329

Ph : (03218) 255280, 257008, Fax: 255280, E-mail : sundarbantigerreserve@gmail.com
No. 34 /FD/2B-2(Misc) Dated : @&, 6,200 <

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

This is to certify that Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage (KSCH), (Reg. S/21./1452) successfully
organized training program on scroll painting (potochitra) for SHGs in SWLS Range head quartered at
Pakhirala and Bashirhat Range head quartered at Jhila. KSCH also provided training to develop different
merchandise products like, lantern, kettle, t-shirts, clay pots and etc. They used different folklores like
Banabibi r pala, Manasha Mangal, Chandi Mangal to beautify the products. The project will also help to
revive the intangible cultural heritage of Sundarban.

Now Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage is also requested to take initiatives for marketing of the said
products which will be ultimately beneficial for the forest fringe people.

o
Field Director

Su an Tiger Reserve

DFD, Sundarban Tiger Reserve
Government Of West Bengal
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K ()§gH AmbujaNeotia
SOCIETY FOR A
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~_ MERLIN ACROPOLIS PROJECTS PVT LTD MERLIN GrouP

KV/F.2010

16.08.2019

To

M/s. Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage

43 Sarat Pally, Garia,
Kolkata - 700084,

"LETTER OF APPRECIATION"

This is to certify that Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage (KSCH) in

collaboration with State Urban Develop t Agency, Gover t of West
Bengal organized a 3-day Rakhi Exhibition-Cum-Sale at Acropolis Mall from
13.08.2019.

As part of its ongoing CSR activities, Merlin Group played the role of a

Date: 14-08-2019

To whom it may concern

"Letter of Appreciation”

This has come to my knowledge that Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage organized a Rakhi
exhibition cum sale counter at Ecospace Business Park on 8th & 9th August 2019 collaborating
with Ambuja Neotia

We think it is a great initiative of underprivileged Self Help Groups to promote Rakhi made with
recycled and eco-friendly products.

We wish all the very best for all the future ventures of the organization

“Perfect Host" by providing the ground floor of Merlin Acropolis Mall for this
noble cause.

We appreciate the initiative of KSCH to uplift the underprivileged Self Help

% 2 - Thanks & regards
Groups to promote Rakhi made with recycled and eco-friendly products. The

initiative also helped to create direct market linkage between buyers and i \A
sellers. We are very much honored to be a part of this non-profit venture. ‘\M., N .
We wish KSCH all the very best for all its future ventures. Ramesh Pan
Sr. G.M. - Marketing & Events
Thanking you and assuring you our best of services at all times, Ambuja Neotia

Yours sincerely,
For Merlin Acropolis Projects Limited

K. vunﬁ

General Manager-Operations

Ambuja Realty Development Ltd
Ecospace B ss Park | Block 48 | 6" Floor | Premises No. IIF/11 | Action Area Il | New Town | Kolkata 700160
+0133 4040 6060 | F +91 334

CIN : U45201WB2005PLC 105860

) 6161 | W www.ambujaneotia.com

CIN : U45400WB2009PTC132389 Email : info@merfinprojects.com
Ragistered Office : “Merlin Oxford"” 2nd Floor, 22 Prince Anwar Shah Road, Kolkata - 700 033 Tel : 91-334015 4545 | Fax : 91-334015 4500 | www.mertinprojects.com

Merlin Group Ambuja Neotia Group
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British Deputy

1A, Ho Chi Minh Sarani
Kolkata, West Bengal
India, 700071

Date : 13/05/2023 iti 1A, Ho Chi Minh 7
i o BI:ItISh DeDUty SaraniKolkata, West ngh Commission X
High Commission b Kolkata T: +91 33 40822200
Kolkata o ' www.fco.gov.uk
Tel: +91 (33) 4082 2200

To

: 13 May 2023

The President .

olkata Society for 0 The President 2 z =

Kolkata S y for Cultural Heritage Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage » Ih,lr;::r:lt'u Lahiri,

SNechviy Qs Tocos e 43, Surat Pally Gana Kolkatal=700089 Tndia Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage '3 Fb 02 G

43, Sarat Pally Garia
= Kolkata - 700084
Subject: Completion and Appreciation letter for Jatragachi school project Dear Arpita, India

Please allow me to express my warm and genuine thanks to you and the Kolkata Society for
Cultural Heritage for their active participation as our waste recycling partner at the

leb y event on the of The Coronation of Their Majesties, The King Charles ll!
and The Queen Consort, organised by British Deputy High Commission Kolkata at Taj
Bengal on 6 May 2023. We appreciated your support in helping us contribute to the
sustainability theme of the event. Thank you for showcasing and prrom(_)ling regycled and
upeycled products from solid waste developed under your project Abartani involving 16 Self
Help Groups. I saw for myself the impressive display and the creative talents of the women
from the self- help groups that produced the craft pieces. Several guests at the event shared
with me their surprise and pleasure at the display. It made a fascinating talking point for the
event itself and helped highlight the sustainability theme that His Majesty King Charles seeks
to champion. Thank you for making that all more possible,

Jear Arpita Mukherjee

Deer Dfprs

Thank you for partnering with us at for the Queen Elizabeth 1| Memorial Cup Reception and d
helping ensure we could truly badge it as a green event.

am pleased to provide this letter of completion and appreciation for the exceptional work done by
Kolkata Soclety for Cultural Heritage (Registration No: 50201452 of 2012-2013) for providing
necessary equipment to Jatragachi School for underprivileged students in Rajarhat, Kolkata.

SR initiative of Merlin Group- "I am Kolkata®, KSCH has utilized the funds provided to
This as a matter of personal importance to me and pride to our team, we need more such
events to take place across the city and country if we are to mainstream responsible events
that minimise detrimental impacts on our planet

purch,

supply vital equipment, including computers, water filters, ceiling fans, and sports

materials to the Jatragachi School. This contribution has helped create an enabling environment for

underprivileged students, providing them with the necessary tools and resources to achieve their full
potential

More specifically, thank you for being our recycling partner and reduce the carbon footprint of
the event. Thank you for showcasing the recycled items put together by the women self-help-
groups supported by your organisation. It has always been a pleasure working with you and
your team and we value our partnership. Look forward to continuing our collaboration in the
future. Please feel free to be in touch with my colleague Haimanti Poddar@fcdo.gov.uk on the
new ideas discussed

Peter Cook | very much hope we

Peter Cook
British Deputy High Commissioner (Acting) Y v'<

We acknowledge the remarkable work done by the Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage. The

n of these items will undoubtedly have a positive impact on the education and well-being of

I wish you and your team every success in the coming future.

t Jatragachi School for years to come. We are grateful for your partnership and look
continued collaboration in the future Yours most sincerely

Thank you for your exceptional work and dedication to this project

Thanking you m\ N

n continue to, borate and partner in the future.

s e, v_\//',“/'f/‘-{/\

Sarbani Bhattacharya =3 )/ \
Vice President — Corporate Communications , Corporate Affairs & CSR X\ (L/k,\

Merlin Group
Dr. Andrew Fle
British Deputy High Commissioner to East and Northeast India .-

1”1

UK Deputy High Commission
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Health Care
(Advanced
diagnostic,
maternal and
child health care)

OFFICE OF THE
CHIEF DISTRICT MEDICAL & PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICER
~CUM-DISTRICT MISSION DIRECTOR, CUTTACK
(District Programme Management Unit, NHM)
Telefax - 0671-2305377, E-mail: cuttackdpmu2020@gmail.com
Letter No. ()00 Date 2% oy Jor—

The Secretary
Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage (KSCH)
43, Sarat Pally, Garia, Kolkata-700084

Subject: Confirmation of the installation of 15kVA DG Sets in Government Hospitals

Ref: Letter No. : Your Letter No - 021/KSCH/P-1B/2025

Sir,

We sincerely extend our heartfelt gratitude for your gencrous support towards our govt
hospitals. We are pleased to confirm the successful installation of the following items in the
respective government hospitals:

Name of Health Facility ?"m.c of the Quantity
2l

PHC AAM. Bhatimunda of Tangi Block 15 kVA DG Set 1

PHC AAM.Tentol of Salipur Block 15 kVA DG Set 1

PHC AAM. Nagaspur of Nischintakoili Block 15 kVA DG Set 1

PHC AAM, Krushnaprasad of Niali Block 15 kVA DG Set 1

PHC AAM.Baranga of Baranga Block 15 kVA DG Set 1
PHCAAM, Talabasta of Dompada Block 15 kVA DG Set 1

PHC AAM. Kishorenagar of Cuttack Sadar 15 KVA DG Set 1

Block

All of these DG Sets perfectly matched the required specifications and are working well.
They have been thoroughly tested by our skilled technical officers, demonstrating excellent
performance. This addition will significantly enhance our ability to provide uninterrupted medical
care to our patients.

It's great to see Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd. (BPCL) stepping up with this CSR
initiative and we truly value Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage (KSCH) for their efforts in
driving forward healthcare improvements in our community. We are eager to continue our
collaboration and build on this partnership further.

Thanking you,
Yours faithfutix
/8
20 "3

.
CDM & PHO cum-Pfstrict Mission Director
District Health Mission, Cuttack

Chief District Medical & Public Health Officer Cum-District

Mission Director Cuttack
Government of Odisha

©Eie

AT o S e

STATE URBAN DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
CBII SRR, GRS 7, C¥T-o, RurErE, SUel-9co Sou, “Affewas
“ILGUS BHAVAN”, HC Block, Sector - I11, Bidhannagar, Kolkata - 700 106, West Bengal

SUDA-547 [2019 (P1) ) 420 Date : 17.01.2026

To,

The President & Secretary,

Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage (KSCH)
43, Sarat Pally Garia Kolkata — 700084 India.

Completion Certificate

This is to certify that Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage (KSCH) has successfully completed the
supply. installation, testing, and commissioning of medical equipment at designated government
healthcare facilities in the State of West Bengal, under the supervision and guidance of the Department of
Urban Development & Municipal Affairs (UD & MA), Government of West Bengal, and the State Urban
Development Agency (SUDA), Government of West Bengal.

The medical equipment supplied and installed at Jamini Bhusan Memorial Maternity & General Hospital.
North Barrackpore, North 24 Parganas, includes a High-End USG Machine, a Portable Ventilator, and an
Automated Haematology Analyser. Additionally, a Digital X-ray System, comprising a Digital
Radiography Panel and a 300 mA X-ray Machine, has been successfully installed at Monirampur
Polyclinic, North Barrackpore, North 24 Parganas.

All the above-mentioned equipment has been installed in accordance with the approved technical
specifications and has been thoroughly tested by competent technical personnel. The equipment has been
found to be fully functional and operating satisfactorily, meeting the prescribed standards for clinical,
diagnostic, and surgical use.

The successful execution of this project has significantly strengthened healthcare infrastructure and
enhanced access to advanced diagnostic, maternal, child health, and surgical services for the local
communities in the concerned areas. The project has significantly reinforced the urban & rural public
healthcare infrastructure by enhancing diagnostic and critical care facilities and improving access to
quality medical services for the local population. The initiative is expected to help save millions of lives
across the North 24 Parganas district.

The overall performance, coordination, and implementation of the project by Kolkata Society for Cultural
Heritage (KSCH) have been found to be satisfactory, and the organization has complied with the approved
scope of work and implementation guidelines.

This certificate is issued in recognition of the successful completion of the said work, with the approval
of the competent authority. a

IE 01 dex,
Director, SUDA — —

Joly Chaudhuri, WBCS (Exe.)
Director,

TISTHE A0t B8 0W / ¢ Avq, FITHSE 10¢Y Qoo dw‘wq
Tel : 2358 6403/5767, Fax : 2358 5800, E-mail : wbsudadir@gmail.com
Account Section : 2358 6408

Urban Development and Municipal Affairs |
State Urban Development Agency
Govt. of West Bengal

GG
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Fru:t- to-saplmg mangrove drive

DEBRAJMITRA

Calcutta: Over 200,000 man-
grove sapl ings have been
planted in the Sunderbans in
thepast 15 davs as part of a

drive to preserve the ecology
and generate meome for
local women.

from land duringlow tide
and into the land dnring
high tide.
Duringhigh tide, more
) wormen have been
fruits at the
banks of two rivers — Kalin-
diand Raimangal — and the
Durgaduani ereek. The

Gosaba in South 24-Par-
#anas.
The finits are taken to
museries — under Gob
indoKkathi, Kalitala and Gos-
aba village panchayats. The

bed of w0l and sand for: (o mangrove saplings at & nursery in

seeds are planted in the soil
and sand mixture kept inside
polythene packs.

The base with the sapling
is then replanted on the
riverbank. Over 150 acrvs of
land has been allocated by
two village panchayats
Gobindokatlil and Gosha
for replanting the saplings.

Accordingto government
estimates, Cyclone Amphan
ravaged 1.600sq km of the
4,200 ki of the der
bans forests.

The moiect by Kolkata
Society for Cultural Heritage
s aimed at proesorving the
ecology as well asgenerating
income for people of the
arva.

Mangroves are known for
viviparous germi
whereseeds germinate and
develop into saplings while
still attached to the parent

1

e e
mgalgnmy block m Kasiriat, North 24 Pargsnas

tree. *If they get favourable
cuudnlons. they canforma
colony. Sugata Haza,

director, 'hnul of Oceann
swaphic Sciences, Jadavpu

n1iu||lulnu| ive
started in the middle of
June, “Over 800,000 fraits
have been collected to
date. Around 272,000
saplings have been
planted,” said Souray
Mukherjee, the founder of
the ).

30 requests conpa
nies and individuals to adopt
abunch of trees.

“THl now 60,000 trees
have been adopted, each for
Rs 50 on average,” said
Arpita Mukherjee, the coor-
dinator of the project.

Telegraph 12th Aug 2020

12/ mp entertainment

Xouata | saturoar, s aucust, 2020 | millenniumpost

Restoring mangroves of Sundarbans

OUR CORRESPONDENT

he year 2020 has been nothing
short of disastrous events, espe-
cially with thearrival of the deadly
pandemic of Coronavirus still affecting
globally. From May 16 to May 21, super
cyclone Amphan dismantled the lives
and livelihoods of the mangrove forest,
because of which more than 30 lakh peo-
ple lost their jobs and houses. Also, due

to the increase in salinity, agricultural
activities got hampered.

To provide a sustainable best prac-
tice to regain the losses and help the
affected people to generate their liveli-
hood, ‘Kolkata Society for Cultural Heri-
atge' (KSCH), a leading social enterprise
in Eastern India, started the initiative
of mangrove plantation drives in three
blocks at Sundarbans - Samshernagar,
Hingalgunj and Gosaba. Begun under

‘Kolkata for Cultural
Heritage’ has initiated a
sustainable plantation
drive to restore the
mangrove forestry of
Sundarbans

the banner of “The Community Forest,
the initiative is being led by the commu-
nity to restore the mangrove forestry. In
this project, more than 3,560 economi-
cally distressed people got jobs to sustain
their livelihoods. The project is also help-
ing to provide Rs 2 crore for these rural
people per year.

‘KSCH’ started this environmental
project to achieve goals like helping poor
communities to gather income; preserv-
ing heritage of Sundarbans; promotion
of age old culture related to mangroves;
defending the coastal lives of Sundar-
bans by cultivating mangrove saplings
and dculopmg the biodiversity of man-
grove forestry.

Every year, the target is to cultivate
Rs 4 lakh mangrove saplings through
village-level community led rural nurser-
ies. Local affected people will take care of
the maintenance and operations of these
nurseries. The NGO is helping them by
providing techno-managerial support.
The initiative has also engaged women
from self-help groups to join this move-
ment. As per their plan, approximately
after three months of the cultivation
process, mangroves have reached the
desired height for plantations. After that,
these saplings will be adopted by the con-
cerned stakeholders.
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When the divine rises out of waste at Eco Park
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tural Heritage (KSCH) e Education, He:
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Society holds
art festival

B el : saerel GiEh Chitropotworkshop Cuitural :‘:::‘»‘::s(“:;&)’o:
[ ~olkata Society for Cultural 0 ihe orassront level for the
¥ FEHRE @R e "\ Heritage (KSCH) organized ooy o]
m mﬂ% W03 | 8 (AT 4 the third edition of its Interna- ".b.; areas of India, organised
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AL et | ropot’ from February 3-7. Artists Rabindra Tirtha in New Town
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Iy > tion. The event was inaugurated Company Debashis Sen inau-
B A SOAI by Debashis Sen, chairman of gurated the event.
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SPECIAL | lin Habra, North 24

* Parganas

SOURAVMUKHERJEE, 88

Director, Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage, KOLKATA

REVIVAL
INSTINCT

sadatabase administrator at
IBM, Sourav )
drawing a fat salas

=
down he knew t =
he wanted in life. Trekking tripsto 2
the remote corners of the country =

=

had shown him how women were still second-class
citizens. “T realised early that our society cannot

develop without women having pride of place in it CHANGE METER

Women are excellent managers and have good KSCH has heped hondrads of rural wornen inWest
leadership qualities, but they need to be financially Pérical acone fiianclalj e ot

independent to earn that position,”
first started in 2014 with a pilot project in a village in
Bengal. He distributed 300 eggs each for incubation
to 30 women of Amanpur village in Keshpur block,
West Midnapore district. He also distributed card-
board boxes, a kerosene lamp and taught them how to
hatch eggs at home, all learnt from YouTube videos. CANNOT DEVELOP loom and pottery. “These
All this was done with his own money. The idea was to WITHOUT WOME) women had tremendous
start the women off in the poultry business. Later, he WITIAUL. WUWER potential, what they lacked
distributed seeds and other agricultural inputs to was a marketing strategy.
THE initiate the women of Murshidabad and West PLACEINIT" Thelped them develop a
TOILETMAN Midnapore into organic farming. brand (Swayamsiddha),
Parameswaran The seeds for the Kolkata Society for Cultural alogo and removed the
Iver helmed a Heritage (KSCH) were sown. Mukherjee left his job middlemen by linking the buyer with the supplier/

tollet-building - A 3 & x g g
BIE=106 millon in 2012 to be involved full-time in the work. “I was producer. An integrated marketing model has worked

ditional arts and crafts and
used the expertise of village

women in weaving, hand-

in 48 months~ looking at a broader canvas, changing the outlook wonders.” Today, 4,400 women, hand-held by the
under the of the people, the way men treat women, the way KSCH, are earning Rs 5,000 t0 10,000 a month.

Swachh Bharat

the rich judge the poor,” he says. Meanwhile, he kept KSCH is also collaborating with 7,000 self-help

Mission
i exploring new avenues. Home-stays was his next big groups to market their paper-pulp products made
idea. “We started with 35 families in scenic regions of from recycled waste. As India prepares itself for a no-
Kurseong, Murshidabad and West Midnaporein 2015, plastic future, Souray has been asking potters of North
but within some time the business was supporting 300 24 Parganas to make water bottles. The idea

families. Some were running canteens, some transport seems to have caught on. They have bagged an order
arrangements, some worked as tourist guides and arr- worth §5,000 (Rs 3.5 lakh) from New Jersey and the

anged entertainment for the guests,” he says. Jharkhand government has also expressed interest. s
Apart from this, KSCH has also helped revive tra- ~Romita Datta

; 44 | IND D ) \ 2019

THE CHAMPIONS OF CHANGE WHO ARE USHERINGIN A
QUIET REVOLUTION ACROSS THE COUNTRY
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HELPING HAND

olkata Society for

Cultural Heritage

(KSCH)., an NGO

working for Covid relief

and also extensively
involved in relief work and
uplifiiment in the Sunderbans. was
founded by Sourav Mukherjee in
2012. KSCH has worked with the
urban development and municipal
affairs, the state urban
development agency, Self-Help
Group & Self Employment,
government of Bengal, apart from
coordinating with HIDCO, NKDA.,
and the forest departiment.

KSCH focuses on projects on
skill development, Biosphere
Reserve Restoration, disaster
management, Covid management,
reduction of human and wild
interaction in the Sunderbans and
women empowerment in
Sunderbans. It has also worked
with corporates like IBM., Techno
India, Merlin and Webel.

After Cyclone Amphan had
ravaged Bengal last year, they had
carried out relief prograimmes and
provided salt-resistant paddy seeds
to more than 12,000
farmers in the
Sunderbans.
The members
of the social
enterprise also
provided
meals to 2.51lakh

and Sourav Mukherjee
tarpaulins _—
to 4,000
people.

During Cyclone Yaas this year,
KSCH collaborated with the forest
department of Bengal and took part

GOODLIFE 3

CITY-BASED SOCIAL ENTERPRISE HAS A MULTIPRONGED APPROACH
TO RELIEF AND UPLIFTMENT WORK IN THE SUNDERBANS
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Relief operations after Amphan

GREEN DRIVE

® No. of saplings: 4 lakh per year
® Age of saplings: 3 months (avg)
® Height of saplings: 8 inch (avg)
® Local beneficiaries: 3,560

® Areas: Hingalganj & Gosaba
(The Gosaba Gram Panchayat has
approved 40 acres of forest fringe
land to build the forestry)

in disaster management when the
cyclone struck. They went out to
far-flung places such as Gosaba,
Sagar Island, Patharpratima and
others to gauge the possible
impact of the cyclone and carry
out the preemptive barrage
strengthening. They distributed
12 tonnes of food to 43,000
villagers and dry food to 1,500
families.

At the moment, they are
carrying out one of the biggest

Food distribution post Cyclone Yaas Planting

first-relief operations in Kultali
with help from the forest
departmentand Merlin Group.
They are reaching out to 800
families with tarpaulin. dry food,
puffed rice and medicine.

Also in line with Bengal chief
minister Mamata Banerjee’s
vision, they have planned to plant
mangrove this year as well like last
vear. “We built 14 community-led
nurseries to cultivate 4,00,000
mangrove saplings at Hingalgunj
and Gosaba blocks under the name
of “The Community Forest’
involvinglocal community and
1u1derprivileged women from self-
help gr oups, ’ said Sourav.

ng about working for
Covid victims, Sourav said: “This
yvear, we reached out to more than
1,700 people in Calcutta with
oxygen cylinders. Merlin Group,
IBM, Techno India, Don Bosco

o=

Covid-19 has ravaged
rural areas across the
country and it is time
for us to extend our
resources to all of
them. Please save the
relevant ones and
share this with people
in need
— Alia Bhatt’s tweet

mangrove saplings

School’s Covid care centre and
others supported us.”

“We are working to improve
the lives of rural people in Bengal.
‘We are working to foster socio-
economic structures by using
different livelihood-generating
methods. KSCH has already done
several capacity-building
activities with a self-help group
run by local women and we have
established many rural start-ups.
In addition, our core team
members are now focusing on the
disaster management plan and
restore biodiversity in the areas of
Sundarbans,” added Sourav.

The initiatives of the
organisation have been appluaded
by many, including Bollywood
star Alia Bhatt who tweeted about
them recently.

Aniruddha Biswas

=



A
KOLKATA
SOCIETY FOR
CULTURAL
HERITAGE

Y 7

SUBSCRIPTION! BUSINESS ECONOMICS toees =

Read less know more

Friday

14 WBHIDCO promoting waste recyclers

ot

Benga - 1 signifie nething tha ica 1 Society for Culrural Heritage (KSCH), 2 Noa-Govern-mental Organisation (NGO), has choss
el S hei 1 1 ) ling nan t
Last KSCH szarted ¢ project to create rural livelihood by producing different artefacts by using solid waste products. The NGO works with numerous hand
West Benga
3 g3 r rking 1c 1ent Cory y ) £ New T 1
el ¢ hip on the caster ) 1 the opport led art N Town 2 ug
with WBHIDCO. New ] yun v the < ) niti nent and

1. Promoting orga rions that encourage waste recvcling is also an important agenda of this new sla i rownship




- News Pa[aer Reviews Last One Year

KSCH

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2021
KOLKATA ADVERTORIAL, ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY
e - PROMOTIONAL FEATURE | KOLKATA
CULTURAL
HERITAGE
Jay &lare
just friends:
4’ Splltswl_la 13
winner
DETOX, HYDRATE WITH e
J UP WATER IN Aditi Rajput
- Follow us on: CJ twittoccomy/Calcutta Times 3 facebook.com/CaicuttalimesOfficial | Feedback? Complaints? Story tip-ofts? o Pro
THE MORNING pae 2 Instagram.com/calcuttatimes | To advertise with us, call 1800 120 5474 Mall us @ calcuttatimes @ timesgroup.com OF INDIA age
TUESDAY 5 0CTOBER 2021

8 CALCUTTA TIMES, THE TIMES OF INDIA

TIMES
ICONS

s a database administrator at IBM,
Sourav Mukherjee was drawing a fat
salary, but deep down he knew this was
not what he wanted in life. Trekking trips
to the remote corners of the country had 5
shown him how women were still second-
class citizens. “T realised early that our
Women are excellent managers and have LKA
good leadership qualities, but they need
to be financially independent to earn that
position,” says Mukherjee. He first started in
2012 with a pilot project in a village in Bengal.
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women of Amanpur village in Keshpur block,

KO
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A unique initiative
10 help women earn
fhein bread & buttep

West Midnapore dis-
trict. He distributed
cardboard boxes, a

society cannot develop without women. KSCH
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kerosene lamp
and taught
them how to
hatch eggs at
home. All this

was done with his own money. The idea job in 2012 to be involved full-time in the work.
was to start the women off in the poultry He created a local women-led brand, Banani, in
business. Later; he distributed seeds and Sundarban, where all the stake holders are the
other agricultural inputs to initiate the women women. From last 10 years long years Sourav
of Murshidabad and West Midnapore into and his organisation is improving the lives
He distributed 300 eggs each for incubation to30 organic farming.
The seeds for the Kolkata Society for Cultural various projects.
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TIMES POWER ICONS, EAST (SECTOR: ENTERTAINMENT)

Subhrajyoti Pasl Chowdhury,
founder-diroctoq Rival Fitness Studio Pv Ltd

Entrepreneur, fitness & well being

Rituparna Senjupta Iconic Bengali Actor
Ranjit Mallick Iconic Bangall Actor
Sengupta lconic Bangall Theatre Personality
TIMES POWER ICONS, EAST
Chandrima Gupta, Entrepreneur (Innovation
CEO & co-foundir, Ivan Infotech Pvt Lid in tachnclogy)
Manab Paul, Feunder, Shroe Balaji real estate sector
Lalit Kumar Gupta, chief business officer, Entrepreneur, Opthalmic
Vision RX Lab Prt Ltd lens manutacturing
|_Sardar Haranjt Singh. jont managing director, JIS Group | Entreprencus, oducation sector
Joydeep Sah, chairman, Morning Bells Entreprenew, education sector
Acacemy (High chool ), Styamnagar
Sohon Saha, faunder & MD, The Spirits & The Maureen Entrepreneur, hospltaity
Vivek Bajaj, co-founder director, Kredent Infoedge Pvt Lid | Fintech cum education
entrepreneur
Swati Pasari, artist, Soufink Artist & sculptor
Anirban Aditya, chairman, Adtya Entreprenewr in education
Academy, Kolkxa & sports sector
1 | Manas Ranjan Panda, vice-chairman, Gandhi Entroprenew, education sector
) | Colege.
| § Ram Chandra Joshi & Mayank Joshi. Entrepreneur & next-gen
{2l chairman/CEQ. Raghav Griha Nirman Private Umited entropreneur, roal estate
| Nirmalya Nag, lounder & chairman, Infinity (a division of | Entreprenour, education sector
& ! ! Hiya Computer Academy & Hiya Educare Pvt Lid)

-

Sourav Mukherjee receives an award from Rahul Bose

Kailash Chand Agarwal, chairman, Sona Biscuits Lid Entreprenour, FMCG sector
(Sodisco)

Animesh Shastri. mtrologer Astrologer

Pratik Chandrz, business head, Mukharochak Next-gen entrepreneut, FMCG

Heritage (KSCH) were sown. Mukherjee left his

Saket Mohta, nanaging director, Meriin Group

Next-gon entreproneut. real estato

Girtsh Kumar Phaitan, Educationist
trustee & secreary, The BSS School
Jhuma Biswas principal, Loader in educaton sector

St lino's (ay School,

Rev Rodney Barmeo, principal.

of more than 1 lakh marginalised women by

St Augustine's (ay School,

Sourav Mukherjoo, founder president, Social entreproneur

Kolicata Society for Cuttural Heritage

Mahtab Alam, Srector & founder, Zainab Group Young entrepreneut, FMCG sector
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PROPER SEGREGATION OF WHAT WE BIN CAN BE THE FIRST STEP IN CREATIVITY

When the divine rises out of waste at Eco Park

THE T ECRAMICALCUTTASATURDAY 1 MAV 2013

New Town: Upeyeled articles
nmade from waste ltems such
s 0ld newspapers. thermo-
col, bottles, tyres and clothes
will be on display at Eco

A Espose lhxnlull' ina
sensible manner.

The New Town Kolkats
Deselopment Authocity
(NKDA) feels judicious seg-

of waste can be the
firse step In creativity and
those who saw the stunning
creations st the counter set
up at the park’s gase number
1 on Thursday have returned
convineed.

According to the Oxfied
Learnes’s Dictionary, to “up-
cycle something is to treat an
item that has alresdy been
usesd i such a way that you
nsake something of grester
quality or valoe than the
original item™.

True to the dictionary
definition, an 8-t tall lnstal-
lation of Goddess Duris,
colourful paper welghts,
fridge magnets and clothes
hane been upeycled sing

household wastes and are on
display at the park’s cowter.
And If you wish 10 take some
of them home. you are more
than welcome. Bus then,
some of the items came with
a price tas.

To run the counter at the
paric, the NKDA has tied up
with several NGOs that up-
©yle waste products. Even
the NKDA is trying to recycle
and upcycie waste itz
Thoua.h the aqn-‘-.n the -
park ree, the counter Fridge o
DAIl e Allotted 1o NGOS and
self-help Eroups on a rot- mocol, discarded clothes and | mansging
thonal basis, said an NEKDA Droken glass from wet waste | Sen said that several bouses | placed ousside the counterat | nvited three NGOs to dis-
officer. such as vegetable and fruit in the township were hand- the park to collect e-waste play their upcycied products

According to the officer, peels before handing them Ing over ol used fems such | and ol cothes. Prople can at the park. On the first day.
the ﬂnl step to such creativi- over to waste collection as clothes, used akso Wastes Garia resident Souray
ty starts with waste segregs- | tesuns. To widen the scope of | obd television sets to waste such as used batterbes and Mukberjee had come with
thon_The autharity has the campaign, the NEDA has | collectors almost every day, | obd clothes in the bins. his papies-miche beauthes.
asked New Town residents, These items are then up- | His S-feet tall installation of
particularly those living in Town bus stops to collect dry | stead of dumping them we cyveled with an idea to reduce | Goddess Dunga has Deen
housing complexes, (0 sepa- | waste and e-wis | can add some value to them | the amount of waste we put | made using more than 15ks
rate dry wasee such as ther- NKDA chairman-cum- | for rease.” suid Sen. in the Landfill, Sen added. of newspaper.

Q)

Sourav Mukberjee, the makes of the 8-ft tall installation of Goddess Durgs, with (rishe)
Debashis Sen. chalrman-cum-managing director of NKDA at Eco Park on Thorsday

= by Snctud Sengupts Puper weights made using waste papers

s director Debashis Two bins have also been On Thursdiy, NEDA had 1 wanst to make Upcy-
cling of waste -
this is the perfect platform
for people like us,” said
Mukberjee. wiso is the direc
tor of Kollta Society for
Cultural Heritage. Like him,

placed several bins at New ~We have decided that in- Sujata Chatterjee wis lappy
o find the city realising the
Beed to throw less things in

waste Daskets.
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KOLKATA, DEC 28/--/Twenty
photographers from different parts
of West Bengal as well as North-East
and neighbouring countries like
Bangladesh assembled together to
participate in'Folk US'-a two days
long photographic workshop on
Bengal'sculturalheritageorganized
by Kolkata Society For Cultural
Heritage in collaboration with Sony.
Thespecialemphasis was patachitra
of Pingla- a dying art form of the

villagers.
Pallav Mitra, an IT employee
from  Sreebhumi, Kolkata,

participated in the workshop and he
feels that he could learn new things
about modern landscape
photography, handmade portraitsa
and handicrafts whereas Sayan Das,
abusinessman from Garia came
here to explorer the culture of
Pingla and to know about the
community. The group of
participants included members
from Arunachal Pradesh and
Bangladesh as well. Aradhika
Bhattachary, a photographer from
arunachanal Pradesh came to
conduct research on Tribal culture
and heritage of pingla and explore
the local handicrafts. Md. Razaul

Karim from Dhaka is a tourist who
also writes travelogue and came to
satisfy his quest for new culture
exploration.

The workshop has been
organized by Kolkata Society For
Cultural Heritage which is a social
organization working at the
grassroots level for permanent
sustainable development change of
rural, urbanandtribalareasofindia.

KSCH believes that working for
livelihood is the most important
component of any sustainable
development model. Marginalized
and vulnerable women are the main
focus of the organization. The goal
of KSCH is to empower rural and
tribal women who are victims of
systematic problems at social,
culturaland economiclevel through
sustainable livelihood to support

and preserve the cultural heritage,
and create Cultural Hubs (KSCH)
for folk art, music and dance in the

rural and tribal areas.
Twoyearsback, theorganization
started exploring different

traditional cultural hubs of West
Bengal under the brand name of
"Parijayi". The main motive is to

promote the art form along with the
artisans. Parijayi is promoting

cultural tourism to develop a
cultural tourism in West Bengal.
Director of the organization Sourav
Mukherjee said, "Cultural tourism
can develop an alternative
sustainable livelihood for the
indigenous artisans". He added we
have created 6 home stays at
different parts of Bengal. KSCH is
working with Jhumur, Bauls,
Potchitra, Chhau Dance and other

traditional folk culture of Bengal.

KSCH also believes that
recycling solid waste products can
be a tool to generate income for the
underprivileged people of the
society. Last year they started a
project named "Abartani” involving
112 underprivileged women to
recycle solid waste materials into
useful products. They exhibited the
products collaborating with NKDA
and WBHIDCOatEcopark, neargate
no. 4. They have collaborated with
the art forms of traditional crafts of
Bengal to beautify the products. The
initiative makes the products more
lucrative and authentic.

Theorganizationisalsoworking
toarchive various traditional dying
art forms. This is the only way to
preserve these art forms for future
generations. KSCH is playing arole
as catalyst for development. They
are creating a bridge between buyer
and seller through direct market
linkage.

The organization is founded by
Mr: Sourav Mukherhjeeisasoftware
engineer and professional turned
social entrepreneur; he left his job
in a US base software firm and went
on to launch Kolkata Society for
Cultural Heritage topromote culture
for development.
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Eminent artists come together for KSCH's art festival

'wenty  photographers
from different parts of
the Kolkata, the northeast

OUR CORRESPONDENT

‘olkata Society for Cul-
tural Heritage (KSCH)
is a social enterprise

functioning at the grass root
level for permanent develop-
mental changes of rural, urban
and tribal areas of India. KSCH
believes that livelihood is the
most important component of
any sustainable developmental

model and

if they can improve economic
conditions in the rural and
tribal areas, then other social
aspects like Education, Health
and Sanitation will automati-
cally be addressed.

This year, the society organ-
ised third edition of Interna-
tional Art Festival named
‘ChitroPot, where eminent
and world-famous artists from
Bangladesh and India partici-
pated actively.

The event saw a day-

and Bangladesh participa-
ted In ‘Folk US' — a two-day

photography workshop on
Bengal's cultural heritage
organized by Kolkata Socle-
ty For Cultural Heritage.

long workshop, inaugurated
by Debashis Sen, Chairman
(CMD), West Bengal Hous-
ing Infrastructure Devel-
opment Corporation Ltd, at
Rabindra Tirtha, on Febru-
ary 3, 2019,11:30 am. This

&G &

5:30 pm, at Gaganendra Shilpa
Pradarshashala.

KSCH is also working
towards providing a platform
for traditional folk music,
dance, and artifacts as liveli-
West Bengal, on February 4,  hood g ing mech

which was inaugurated by
Purnendu Basu, Minister-in-
Charge, Department of Tech-
nical Education and Training
and Skill Development of

for rural people. They encour-
age community-led devel-
opmental programs to foster
growth and awareness within
the ¢ iti

TIMES CITY

Thepatachitraof Pingla—a
dying art form, which has
been certifled as an Intang-
ible cultural heritage by
Unesco was highlighted.
Two mentors at the photog-
raphy workshop will select
and compile photographs,
depicting colourful pata-
chitra, that will be exhibited
atanexhibition incollabora-
tion with Indian Museum in
January The assorted pho-
tographs will provide the
village and the artexposure.

* L TS OF INDAR, SOLRATA
MONOAT, CECOMRER 7). 20
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Calcutta: A paper plate man-
ufacturing unit in the Sunder-
bans started production in
late August last year with
two objectives, generating
some income for the local
women and reducing the ad
verse impact of plastic on the
fragile ecosystem of the man
ovedelta.

In the subsequent six
months, the unit — near the
Jharkhali market in Basanti
block of South 24-Parganas,
about 110km from Calcutta —
has delivered on both fronts.

From making around 600
plates every day in September,
the unit now makes over 4,500
The unit, which started with
around 40 women workers,
now employs over 65

Among the regular buyers
are around 75 tourist boats
and 60-odd homestays across
the Sunderbans — in Basanti,
Gosaba, Kultali and Mathura
pur IT blocks.

The buyers have shifted
from thermocol plates to
cheaper biodegradable paper
plates.

Rajkumar Mondal of Gosa-
ba, who owns four boats ferry-

A woman works at the paper plate manufacturing unit
in the Sunderbans

The presence of plastic in-
creases the toxicity of the
saline water, which, inturn, is
feared to have a long-term im
pact on fishing and aquacul
ture, the livelihood of tens
of thousands of Sunderbans
residents.

for Cultural Heritage, an NGO
that supports the -

Before the forests were
shut for tourists, the unit had
been making between 4,500
and 5,000 plates every day.

With cases under control,
the government greenlighted
tourism in the Sunderbans
from February. “The fi' s-shul
ders have been encouragir
said Gunjan Karmakar, a
member of the NGO.

Pallabi Halder, a worker at
the plant, lives with her hus-
band and son in Jharkhali
Her husband, a construction
labourer, was often without
work over the past two years.

For the past three months,
she has been earning “around
Rs 3,000" a month from
the unit

“I bought a phone two
months ago, the first time 1
got something with my
own money,” she told this
newspaper, talking over the
Sﬂll)(‘])]lﬂll@.

ingunit in Jharkhali

The project is being funded
by the South 24-Parganas for-
est division. Besides training
the women who work in the
unit, the NGO looks after mar-

SALTLAK

Two more
work pods
open in
New Town

BRINDA SARKAR

Start-ups looking for affordable office
space now have two more options in
New Town.

Hidco's first Happy Works work-
ing pod had opened in August, oppo-
site Coal Bhavan. On Friday, two
more opened doors. One is opposite
Eco Park’s Seven Wonders attraction
while the second is next to Sankalpa
2, at walking distance from Biswa
Bangla Gate.

The pods are co-working spaces
that allow users to bring their laptops
and sit at desks separated by trans-
parent dividers. Wifi and air-condi-
tioning are on the house but one has

spaces, we are offering nine seatsina
conference room setup.”
The timings have also been ex-

Society for Cultural Heritage. “The
problem of affordable office space is a
genuine one for start-ups. We faced it
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PAPER PLATES

DEBRAJMITRA

Caleutta: A paper plate man-
wlactiuringg it i the Sun-
derbans' Jharkhall, nm by a
teamof Jocal women, i set o
‘start conmercial production
on Monday.

Plastic has for long beens
the bane of the ecologically
sensitive mangrove delta.
The danges gets agggravaied
aftor every cydonie whon

hundreds of groups from
Caleutta visit the Sunder
bans with relief materials,
almast all of which wrapped
in plastic.

Thermocol plates, plastic
water panchis, bottles and
eups arw dumped in water
bodies by relief workers.
Much of the plastic waste
was left behind by tourists
before the Covid curbssis-

TREAM FROM TODAY

Women'’s unit to nurture
nature and Ilvehhood

Women work at

Tuarichali of the Sunderbans

aper
turing unit s set to supply

cutiang it by training the

amkliaa, Patharpratine,

Unit to nurture nature

P rrommaces

fixed salaries but a commis
sion an every product sold,

ing tourists in the Sunder Influx of plastic increases  ketingand promotion. to pay for food and snacks. In winter, tended. “Users pointed out that 10am  ourselves and so are committed to Sogas; Kt “The training ended on Fri said Mukherjee.

bans, is one of the customers. manifold after every devastat The unit started with sup one can even sit on the open-air stair- — that was when thefirst pod opened  helping others overcome the prob- tels L db day. Commercial peoduction Shuiktara Bachori isone of
He had placed abulk order of ing storm, when countless ~plying plates to local retailers cases outside the single-storied build-  — was too late for those workingin  lem. Eight start-ups have already en- SN || g Nt e o i | i o e il prodic e O proCkin 2 (b
30,000 plates in November and  teams from Calcuttaandother and homes inJharkhali. It has ings. The design and bright yellow the stock market. So we havedecided rolled with us and we shall contact nu-l.u.q.m.upem banon | comingdays,” said Milan ar every day.” man. Histcome has dwindled
is about to finalise another places reach the mangrove also supplied to a handful of colour scheme are common for all  toopen the pods at 9am instead,” said  more,” says the president of the soci- . e i s i said Sourav M"kx'“}“ the SR ARG b Cee
order of 2,000 plates. delta withreliefmaterials, al- markets and retail chains in three pods but two new features have  Sen, adding that the footfall at the ~ety, Sourav Mukherjee. i R et hadre. | oot chepaiigthebevathing s pork .,.3,1‘;,’?';.1‘.’.’.'33,‘.‘."‘ s

“The earlier lot was ex- most all of which are wrapped Calcutta. The unit found buy- been added to the new spaces. first pod had now touched 500. Rent per seat at the pods for the b roots” of g bulk of the pros long
hausted before New Year. I in plastic. ers in some Durga Puja “From users’ feedback, we re- “Webuilt the podsin differentres- first9 minutes is Rs 30and henceforth bicrproie o O n.u.::::'uhr;.h-l Lapes i "":::‘l','"““,:‘;l',‘:‘_"“'“’ TR besold tn Jovel I st A:,‘ﬂ'["‘:‘ S

would have needed a fresh lot

“We cannot change every-

committees abroad, In the

alised that besides individual work-

idential areas so people living across

Rs 20 per hour but monthly arrange-

Over 40 women, from var

cally sonsit

sphero roserve. Dolp

rates will be competitive so

plot of Land. But the cy

much earlier but the new thing. Butthis isastepinthe Netherlands, New York and ing space, there is a need for sitting New Town could access them easily. ments can also be worked out. The otiCalpgivige tin | |30 Rage dfte o ihat they choosene prodivds - in Calnts” sadMtkberjee. oo mundated hee v wih

Covid curbs had stalled every-  right direction. The way our  New Jersey. arrangement that allows group dis-  But we have also seen people coming  conference room is available at Rs 200 fortight’ ke 24-Pargn e e B, | B I

thing,” said Mondal. volume has gone up shows Between October and De cussions,” said Hidco managing di- from Salt Lake, Lake Town and Dum  an hour. A library corner has books to fromre- | trict o X went. W blows of the scandcy.  only shot at any income now,”
Plastic waste is one of the this is a sustainable model,” cember-end, the Sunderbans rector Debashis Sen, who inaugurat-  Dum,” said Sen. browse at the pod itself and food and sty MOES B | our products toretail players - clone. The wouen will not get  she said

biggest threats to theSunder- said  Sourav  Mukherjee, had been brimming with ed the two spaces on November 26. The units will be run by a Self  snacks, photocopy and printing are !

bans ecosystem. founder of the Kolkata Society tourists. The third wave of “So besides 11 individual seating Help Group, Banani, under Kolkata ~chargeable. Timings are 9am to8pm.
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at mkts despite ban

& Saikat Ray | e

Kolkata: Use of banned polybags con-
tinued unabated in markets across the
city on the day a ban on plastic bags
thinner than 75 microns kicked in.
State officials, though, said they were
seriously considering imposing a fine
of Rs 2,000 for those flouting the norm.

Kolkata Municipal Corporation
(KMC) has started Informing market
committees about the ban. “We are
telling the committee to ask traders to
strictly avold plastic bags thinner
than 75 microns. It will take a few days
to implement it,” sald a senior market
department officer. Once implement-
ed, the solid waste management de-
partment will conduct raids against
violations.

While Bangur had banned plastic
bags years ago, the only market that

Times View
sing the right plastic isthenext
bestoption if we cannot do without
plastic bags altogether. The law should
be implemented fairly and citizens
should cooperate; thisis for our
commongood.

appears to have implemented the ban
on Thursday was CB Block market in
New Town's Action Area L. “Since the
notification has been issued, we are
striving to make our market plastic-
free. The market used to generate
154kg of thin plastic bags. From
Thursday, there will be none,” said
Sourav Mukherjee of Kolkata Soclety
for Cultural Heritage, which works
with New Kolkata Development Au-
thority.

Paper bags have been Introduced
for smaller quantities of materials,
cloth bags for heavier things and
starch bags for wet items, like fishand
meat. Each starch bag costs Rs 2.
NKDA, which initiated the pilot study,
subsidized it to make it available to
traders at 16p, the same as that of a
12x16 inch thin plastic bag.

Kolkata and the neighbouring lo-
calities, including Salt Lake and New
Town, have been the worst sufferers
with the thinplastic poly bags choking
drains, blocking canals and causing
severe inundation. Various studies In-

ECO-FRIENDLY
PRACTICES

A vendor hands over vegetablesin a
plastic bag at Janbazar on Thursday
> Buy loose fruits or vegetables
instead of pre-packed or pre-chopped
packs

» Use your own bag when buying
meat or buying takeaway from
eateries
» Buy milk in reusable or returnable
glass bottles
» Request zero-plastic packaging
when ordering online

From today, you cannot use
thinner than 75 microns

%3

TOI | SEPT 30, 2021

dicate that the volume of plasticbeing
discardeddaily in Kolkatamaybeany-
thing between 500 tonnes and 1,200
tonnes. The studies also point out that
the volume Is growing rapidly.

The government is also concerned
about the 11l effects of the use of plas-
tic products. The ministry notifica-
tion on the Plastic Waste Management
Amendment Rules, 2021, has banned
single-use plastic, including polysty-
rene and expanded polystyrene com-
modities, with effect from July 1, 2022.

“If we are asked to not use plastic
bags, we will carry our own bags. But
traders keep giving us plastic bags
even If wedon’task for it,” sald Ambi-
ka Gupta, a retired government offl-
cerat Parnasree.

“The biggest problem is carrying
fish. We cannot carry it in a cloth bag,
nor in porous nylon bags,” said Tuhi-
na Sarkar, a homemaker from Bhowa-
nipore.
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Solarlightsbrings a glow for Sundarbansresidents

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 23 FEBRUARY

Directorate of forest, South 24-
Parganas, has installed 25
solar street lights across five
villages in Kultali range.

Kolkata Society for Cultural
Heritage and TCG Foundation
have also joined hands with
the directorate of forests.

The project is based on a
public private partnership
(PPP) model. The streetlights
have been installed by the
Kolkata Society for Cultural
Heritage and funded by the
TCG foundation.

The street lights have
helped 4,136 families of
Bhubaneshwari, Debipur,

-

Moddho Gurguria, Purba Gur-
guria and Deulabari, Chituri
forest in Kultuli range in the
Sunderbans. Due to lack of
street lights the villagers had
often become victims of snake
bites.

Milan Mandal, DFO, 24-
Parganas, south division, said,
“Mortality rate due to snake
bite is very high, around 65 per
cent. Even tigers strayed out
of the core areas twice in the
past five years. Solar lights are
the only solution.”

Kolkata Society for Cultural
Heritage has been working in
the Sunderbans for the past
15years. Itis providing train-
ingto thelocal people, includ-
ing women whose income
has gone up to Rs 8,000 per
month. The state forestdepart-
ment has identified areas
where solar lights have been
installed, said Sourav Mukher-
jee, founder director of Kolkata
Society for Cultural Heritage.

Solar street lights to brighten
up five Sundarbans villages

KrishnenduMukherjee
@timesgroup.com

Sundarbans: Around 4,516 villa-
gers in the Sundarbans are set to
enjoy brighter evenings from now
on as solar street lights are being
installed across five villages in
the Kultali range. These solar
lights will also reduce the man-
wild conflict.

Villagers of Bhubaneshwar,
Debipur, Modhho Gurguria, Pur-
ba Gurguria and Deulbari, Chitu-
ri Forest in Kultali range are vic-
tims of frequent snake bites as
these villages are adjacent to the
core area of the Sundarbans. The
villagers stumble upon poisonous
snakes in the dark, leading to de-
ath or serious injury on a regular
basis. The Kultali range falls un-
derthejurisdictionof directorate
forest, South 24 Parganas divi-
sion, government of West Bengal.

he street lights being installed

The closest hospital is 36km away.

“Human and wild conflict is
oneof the prime problems in Sun-
darbans. There are brick roads-
with electricity crisis. The morta-
lity rate (65%) is very high for sna-
ke bite cases. In the last five years
tigers intruded twice in the villa-
ge land,” said Milan Mandal,
DFO, South 24 Parganas.

There are no street lights and
electricity distribution is inter-
rupted in these villages. The fo-
rest department and Kolkata So-
ciety for Cultural Heritage

(KSCH)cameupwithasolutionto
install solar lights here. TCG fo-
undation has extended its sup-
port tomake this project areality.
“To cover major parts of the
villages, we have installed 25solar
street lights. We are promoting re-
newable green energy and redu-
ced carbon footprint. These poles
will generate 182.5 kilowatt of re-
newable electricity every year.
Street lights will help to distract
the tigersas well,” said Mandal.
Thesolar lighting will provide
lighting for an uninterrupted pe-
riod throughout the night. The fo-
rest department has identified
thespecificlocationsto install the
poles. It also has formed commu-
nities among villagers to monitor
the poles and maintain the solar
panels. “KSCH will provide capa-
citybuildingtrainingshortly,” sa-
id Sourav Mukherjee, the founder
director of the society.
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‘Solar Ilghts to stop stray tlgers

DEBRAJMITRA

Calcutta: Solar street lights
have come up on a patch of the
Sunderbans that is prone to
straying of tigers.
Twenty-five poles have
been set up on a 47km stretch
in Kultali in the lhrm,:u

a n overhead solar pa
The LED light runs on lithium
batteries.

The lights were formally
inaugurated on Wednesday.

The road on which the
lights have come up runs
along the embankments of
creeks of rivers like the Piyali
Villages like Bhu
Debipur, Madhya
Gurguria, Purba Gurguria
and Deulbari are on one side
of the road, across the dams.

Ontheother side isthe Chi-
turi forest, Two sets of nets,
along the dam and the forest,
actas ainst the pos-
sible straying of wild animals.

Around 4,500 people live in
the villages along the road.

Electricity is a luxury in
these villages, available in
hourly slots, After sundown,
the narrow road — made of
mostly bricks becomes
pitch dark.

Most people who take the
road walk with mobile torches

A solar street light being set up along a road in Kultali in the Baruipur subdivision

Thenetsare not enough. Be-
tween December 2021 and Feb-
ruary 2022, at least eight tigers
strayed from the forests into
villages or umn fringes in the

as eventually
captured and released back
into the forest

Holes made by people en-
tering the forest and natural
damages in the nets have been
blamed for the intrusions.

“The terrain of the Sun-
derbans is very challenging
and no step is full-proof. But
we hope these street lights will
goalong way in preventing the
intrusion of tigers and other

of South 24-Parganas

wild animals like fishing cats,
“The areas where the
lights have been set up are
prone to tiger Intrusions. If
this is successful, we will scale
the project up and install solar
other conflict-prone
said Milan Mandal,
the divisional forest officer of
South 24-Parganas.
Snakebites are also a com-
mon problem in this
Common kraits and cob
have killed several people in
the past few y said forest
officials. The nearest hospital
is overa0km away.
“In the dark, it is impos
sible to spot a snake in the

gap between two bricks. The
lights are expected to mitigate
snakebites as well,” said Man.
dal, the DFO.

An NGO called the
Kolkata Society for Cultur-
al Heritage has executed the
project

“Solar energy is an af-
fordable and sustainable solu-
tion. The light: harged
throughout the day. They have
a24-hour backup. We are con-
sidering this as a baby step.
If it is successful, these lights
can be a game-changer in the
Sunderbans,” said Sourav
Mukherjee, the founder of the
NGO.
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Lost art form of the Sunderbans revived

Alternate source of income: Villagers in the

DEBRAJ MITRA

Calcutta: A livelihood project
Jed by local women aims 10 re-
vivea long-Jost art form of the
land of mangroves and tigers.

Around 40 women from vil-
lages around the Sunderbans
Tiger Reserve have for the past
four months been trained in
scroll painting (patachitra),
which, organisers said, once
had a vibrant history in the
mangrove delta.

The training culminated
in a month-long exhibition
at Sajnekhali that started on
Sunday

Scrolls and paintings in
spired from scroll art are being
sold from one stall at the exhi
bition. Another is selling other
merchandise - T-shirts, clay
pots, kettles, and lanterns
inspired from the Sunderbans
scroll painting

live workshop
where women are painting
scrolls, s also a part of the
show
“This is the peak tourist
season in the Sunderbans. We
are banking on a solid foot
fall,” said Sourav Mukherjee
of the Kolkata Society for Cul:
tural Heritage, the NGO that
ped the women and is now
supporting them in marketing
the products.

The training and the exhi
bition are funded by the Sun:
derbans Tiger Reserve.

The women were selected
from the joint forest manage-

ment committees. We want
this project to do well because
that will reduce their families’
dependence on the forest
said Ajoy Das field director of
STR

The training, which hap
pened at Pakhiralay of STR
was the first time most of the
women picked up a brush or
colours.

Some of the women had to
travel for close to two hours to
reach the np. Some brought
little bables along.

“I knew nothing about
this patachitra. | travelled for
close to two hours every day
to reach the camp. I did so
because [ liked the work and
it offered a chance to ea
said Smritikona Mridha Mon
dol, who lives in a village
lied Dayapur in Gosaba
She walked till the riverbank
took a be nd then walked
again to reach the camp. Mon

o i
he ventures into the forests
risking his life to sustain his
family

“The lives of these women
are extremely taxing At the
art, | was doubtful of the
time they would be able to
spare for art. The style of pa
tachitra looks simple but is
not. I was surprise their
dedication. They have done an
incredible job,” said the in:
er, Chinmoy Mukhopadhyay, a
contemporary artist and illus
trator focussed on Bengal folk
art in general and scroll paint
ing in particular.

Scroll painting usually
sees the use of natural col
ours from leaves, fruits, stones
and soil. But because of con-
straints, Mukhopadhyay and
his team used acrylic and post
ercolours.

Patachitra, or cloth-based
scroll painting, is one of the
oldest folk arts of Bengal
Though there is very little
written documentation of its
origin, the form is believed to
trace back to the 13th centu
ry. The content on the scroll
ranges from mytholog

sagas.
Back in thedays, patuas would
carry the scrolls to village
fairs andssing thestories paint
ed on them

Naya Pingla, a village in
West Midnapore and home to
many patuas, has shot to inter
national fame for reviving the
art form.

“The patachitra of
Kalighat and Midnapore are
well known. But the form was
once thriving in the Sunder.
bans as well. The local envi
ronment is inseparable from
art. The patachitra of
Sunderbans drew from the
tales of local legends like the
Bon Bibi (the protector of hu
mans and the forest) and the

et A

Items on display at the exhibition at Sajnekhali

tiger,” said Mukhopadhyay

“Theabsenceof a sustaina
ble revenue model possibly led
0 the dwindling popularity of
patachitra in the Sunderbans.
Thescrolls did not make much
headway outside the delta per
haps because of its geographi
allocation.”

Dipankar Ghosh, author of
multiple books on folk art of
Bengal, said there is evidence
of patua settlements in many
areas of South 24-Parganas.

They lived in like Dia
mond Harbour, Mathurapur
and Patharpratima. But by the
19705, they had either moved
outor their future generations

had switched to other profes
sions,” hesaid.

“We have come across
multiple journals and other
documents that offer a peek
intoa vibeant patachitra tradi-
tion in the Sunderbans, in the
archives of the National Li
brary,” said Mukherjee of the
NGO behind the project.

“Our aim is to make this
art economically viable and
sustainable. These women
won't have to work in the jun
gle to survive if the project is
commercially successful. It
can be a story of women em-
powerment and revival of a
lost art form,” he said

Sunderbans turn to ‘Patachitra’ for livelihood

Theme: The art comprises folktales of the region, such as ‘Bon Bibir Pala’

SOUMYADIP MULLICK

KOLKATA: Serving as an
alternate source of income, the
Patachitra — once an inher-
ent culture of the Sundarbans
— has returned to the rescue
of villagers of the mangrove
region by providing them with
an opportunity tosell their art-
works directly to tourists.
Survival is an everyday affair
for the human inhabitants in
this region, whose source of
livelihood is fishing and honey
collection, and art has become
the saviour. Villagers either fall
prey to Royal Bengal Tigers
when venturing into the forest
for honey or get pulled away by
crocodiles while fishing. Besides
cyclones, tidesalso posea major
threat as islands disappear and
reappear with the rise and fall
of the water level. Amidst this,
mankind has not lost touch
with creativity. With the sup-
port of the West Bengal forest
department, the Kolkata Society
for Cultural Heritage (KSCH),

‘We discovered
that Sunderban
artisans gave

up on Patachitra
as it didn’t fetch
them sustainable
livelihood, mainly
due to the absence
of kings or
maharaijas in this
region...’

Patachitra is a traditional cloth-based scroll painting indigenous to the
eastern Indian states of Odisha, West Bengal and parts of Bangladesh

a United Nations Economic
and Social Council-accred-
ited-social organisation began
research in Sundarbans last year
to find an alternative source of
living for the inhabitants.
Patachitra is a traditional
cloth-based scroll painting
indigenous to the eastern Indian

states of Odisha, West Bengal
and parts of Bangladesh.

It is known for its intricate
details with which mythologi-
cal narratives and folktales are
inscribed on it.

Explaining Sundarban's
connection with Patachitra,
the founder and director of

KSCH, told Millennium Post:
“We discovered that Sundarban
artisans gave up on Patachitraas
itdidn't %elch them sustainable
livelihood, mainly due to the
absence of kings or maharajas
in this region, unlike in other
districts, such as Midnapore,
where the royals rewarded and
appreciated this art form. It
eventually disappeared from
the Sundarbans” Headded that

Sundarban’s Patachitra com-
prises folktales of the region,
such as ‘Bon Bibir Pala

“Colours that complement
a forest region, such as green,
are extensively used in Sundar-
ban’s Patachitra, unlike in Mid-
napore where red is prominent
due to the red soil there. We
selected about 40 women with
a working knowledge or basic
understanding of painting and
trained them in this art form.
Thedesign hasbeen used in har-
mony with most things, such as
paper, cloth, clay pots, kettles,
lanterns etc,” he highlighted.

He shared that the state gov-
ernment intends to host two
exhibitions on this work at the
Sundarban Tiger Reserve.

An exhibition has just
started at the Sajnekhali for-
est office inside the Mangrove
Information Centre. This will
go on till February 15.

The place is both a live
workshop and a gallery where
tourists can directly purchase
products from the artisans.




A
KOLKATA
SOCIETY FOR
CULTURAL
HERITAGE

www.eaajkaal.in

Telegra

BATTERY HEADHUNT FORA | TURNINGTO

BOOST | KING o1TT

How to get a whole new Oniy good drinkers and Bolly actors who are set b
experience on iPhone P11 good smokers need apply P2 for streaming debut 12

NADAL ON

TRACK

Spaniard fights
Into quarters P14

wware =fara > wefa 2033

CALCUTTA MONDAY 24 JANUARY 2022 Rs 4.00

v THETELEGRAPH MONDAY 24 JANUARY 2022 i ’: ] 9

FY he 41st West Bengal State
I Cydling Cham
. 1

brov opether over 300 young
cydi ithustasts to celebrate the
artof a green inftlative, On

, the competition

-

‘ Saket Mohta, MD, Merlin Group and
founder of | Am Kolkata presented
the winning prize to Premanjali
Lahiri from Calcutta who
championed theWomen's Elite
Individual Time Trial

Itural Heritage

THE 41ST WEST BENGAL STATE CYCLING CHAMPIONSHIP AT ECOSPACE
BROUGHT FORTH A GREEN COMPETITION

commenced from Ecospaceandhad

need to provide se
tover q.u.--h.lnns:‘ walthy way

the pandemic. We
that cyeling Is a s
areating a sustaina tyasit

reduces pollution and saves the
awlronment. Promoting a sustainable
dty is the need of the hour for all of
us,” sald Saket Mohita, MD, Merlin
Group and founder, I Am Kolkata, the
CSR arm of Merlin Group

Compiled by Hannah Nicole D'souza

Calcutta boy Hardik Kumar Shaw, who won the Men's.
Junior Mass Startand Men’s Junior Individual Time
Trial, was awarded the winning prize from Bishop
Sarkar, DC, New Town

Te Brew AT eiferattare!

T AwTa S Br¥m AE e st eiferaren ) ofaras
v forra v en #are % sifsraforem aures sare
e swot | fes sror w12 W @eraTer -2 ST
8% offepwran are #1Z e orfeemafast | 2 emfa zre
sree W% eiferaaret | serairery wnsh Zresn, fawfa
a7 FErETe! CIRTE T WA srewEm fabe ) faremn
ST AEE wenmn | e fom aagraa
T A A 4TE T @@ o d | Sea o e, Wiz w
forarew 9% aferamfren | favam Aras corares se autaa
T4 Fifera ore wEfagare | arome® v ot @me wfe
AT HE Al 70a | 9= opara fawadt wpme 7ra
A *AT 6% | e forea Arefe-an eag weirerd |

1 streenfe B, 210 @b, SWaW, STAH-wE
aifea cae fragre wnefee- oz i wwaw | wg
o FEErer-2 2Afevrel ¢ i aufe AEe @
a1y gee faren foarerant westa | o1F awaren AETACER
{51 BTN ZTW8 | *ZALH FHE ST WA SEaE AT
W FEare] | S, wifenm AUy 9% SaerE ada
wifarare | gramce wifesmes s wng fefr 1o
cifwirta % wqw “fazres emvras e frore a3
o | frerara T 2o 8 Brem wigree ow tefa
T | Feres wfaffere wtrataa vifewe cats Frafem
e | At afafba orabfa ufefoe ooz wm,
E @ (rerae wryifes aferaforem ste o ama)
AET (AT WAE e, T aa ewrafea- =
9% TrapIeet =ifie 2T WIFW SR T |



Y.

P
-
KSCH
KOLKATA
SOCIETY FOR
CULTURAI
HERITAGE




.
}\
KSCH
KOLKATA
SOCIETY FOR

CULTURAI
HERITAGE




i
KSCH
KOLKATA
SOCIETY FOR
CULTURAI

HERITAGE







